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Un Message de votre Président
Bonjour, chers collègues de l’AATF,
I am delighted to welcome you to
another year of outstanding offerings
from our chapter of AATF. We have an
Executive Council which is committed to
helping us to grow in offerings, remain
relevant and useful to our members; we
are united in our passion for promoting
the French language and the cultures of
the Francophone world. Each year that
I have been involved in this chapter, I
have made new friends, my involvement
has grown by leaps and bounds (gulp!),
and I have seen people step out of the
wings, and share their ideas and talents
with our chapter.
Do you have suggestions, needs, or
feedback for us? Last year, a teacher
from the Chicago Latin School
contacted me about my email blasts,
with a request that I slow down the
steady stream of messages and attempt
a digest form. Et voilà! My ‘weekly
update’ email was the result of her input,
for which I am so grateful. Our
university colleagues have expressed
needs to keep post-secondary programs
vital. We are undertaking many changes
as a result. YOU make a difference in
our chapter, whether you choose a highvisibility role, such as a chapter officer,
or share your successes through
presentations at our chapter programs,
or at our national convention, or contact

us with questions or suggestions for
how we can best fill your needs, or write
an article for this newsletter,
Francofeuilles.
You will be receiving information very
soon from the national office of AATF
with embership renewal instructions.
Your membership and dues are vital to
help us continue our work. If you have
colleagues who are not members,
encourage them to join our organization.
I cannot overstate how much I have
gained as a result of my participation in
AATF. (continued
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Un message de votre président (continued)
If you have ‘liked’ our public Facebook
page, AATF ChiNIL, you have
undoubtedly seen the handiwork of our
Social Media Committee. Erin Gibbons,
Barrington High School teacher, has
created a marvelous template to
encourage us all to give brief
testimonials of why WE belong to AATF.
I encourage you to join us in this project,
become a part of the important work that
is happening to increase our visibility,

and gain promotional documents for
your own professional portfolio.
The new school year is off and running,
our chapter is continuing to seek to
meet your needs, and I wish you all the
best school year ever.
Amicalement,
Martha Behlow
Présidente du Chapitre de l’AATF,
Chicago/Northern Illinois

CALENDAR 2015-2016
Important deadlines and dates
AATF Chicago / Northern IL Chapter
2015
Sept. 12

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Executive Council Meeting

Sept. 20

Francofeuilles (chapter newsletter) submission deadline

Oct. 3

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Fall Program, Elmhurst College

Oct. 15-17

ICTFL Fall Conference, Tinley Park
Packing the Essentials, the Journey to Professional Success

Oct. 17

Registration deadline for Wine & Cheese pairing early registration price

Nov. 4-10

National French Week
L’Héritage français en Amérique / French Heritage in America

Nov. 7

Wine & Cheese Pairing at ‘Chez Moi’ restaurant in Chicago

Nov. 15

Deadlines for National Essay Contest, National Video /
Animation Contest, and Chapter Video Contest and
Chapter Trivia Contest

Dec. 1

Registration opens for Concours Oral, Champions
d’Expression

Dec. 5

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Executive Council Meeting

Dec. TBA

National French Contest paper / pencil option (mid-December, TBA)
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CALENDAR 2015-2016
Important deadlines and dates
AATF Chicago / Northern IL Chapter
2016
Jan. 1
Jan. 16

Deadline for Prix du Chapitre nominations and Small Grants applications
Deadline for student registration for National French Contest

Jan. 20

Deadline to apply for the l’ASFAP Bourses d’été for high school and college
students
Deadline for submission for Francofeuilles submissions for winter issue

Feb. 6

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Atelier d’hiver AND Executive Council meeting

Feb. 14-28

FLES National French Contest dates

Feb. 15

Tentative deadline for AATF teacher scholarships to France, Belgium, and beyond

Feb.20-Mar. 21

AATF Chicago/Northern IL National French Contest Middle & High School

Mar. 5

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Journée d'Immersion at Dominican University

Mar 10-12

Central States Conference, Columbus, OH, Hilton Downtown

Mar. 12-20

Semaine de la Francophonie

Mar. 15

AATF Exemplary Program dossier submission deadline

(Mar 22)

Deadline to enter the National French Contest t-shirt logo
design contest

Mar 31

Registration deadline for Concours Oral, Champions d’Expression

Apr. 8

Alliance Française du North Shore Trivia Night, Evanston

Apr. 9

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Executive Council Meeting

Apr. 20

Deadline for submissions for Francofeuilles spring edition

Apr. 23

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Concours Oral at Elmhurst College

May 7

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Spring Awards Program

May 12

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Prize Distribution for NFC, Buffalo Grove H.S.

May 19

AATF Chicago/Northern IL Prize Distribution for NFC, Hinsdale Central H.S.

July 3 - 6

AATF Convention, Austin, Texas :
En avant vers les nouvelles frontières du français
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CHAPTER NEWS
Saguenay, so North American but so French!
What a great time we had in Saguenay. The look of the places and the people
seemed so familiar that those first close encounters were both a surprise and a
discovery. “These friendly people are actually French-speakers! This is, in fact,
a foreign country but is not so
foreign to us since we, too, speak
French!” So the 329 of us AATF
members, comparable in number
to our 2013 Rhode Island
conference, enjoyed experiencing
this culture that is holding its own
but keeps needing to assert its
reason for being in North
America. The hotel personnel,
the locals, and the Francophone
tourists were very pleased but
seemed a bit surprised that we
Americans were fascinated by
and sincerely interested in their
culture and language.
The two pre-convention days of deliberations for the national Executive Council
were enlivened by their interaction with the 2015 Future Leaders Fellows with our
own Rebecca Léal, French professor at Elmhurst
College and local Executive Council member,
prominent among them. This group of members
already at various levels of involvement in their
individual chapters set the tone for the convention
with their exceptional enthusiasm, energy, and
creativity. It was they who came up with the “frame”
for the social media style member photo ops and it
was they who led the way to the local Dollar Store
and its supply of much prized Quebec themed flags,
fedoras, and other fun teacher stuff. See Rebecca’s
article in the September 2015 issue of the National
Bulletin for her thoughts on her experience as a
2015 Future Leader.
Among, but not limited to the members of the Future Leaders, were the teachers
representing the schools awarded recognition as 2015 Exemplary French
Programs. Geneva Community High School here in Illinois, nominated by our
local president, Martha Behlow, was among those honored. This distinction,
Martha tells us, caused her to be chosen by her school administration to speak to
the school faculty at the opening day meeting for teachers. Does this not put
French in a privileged position in her school district? Is this not a powerful tool to

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
Saguenay, so North American but so French! (continued)
show that French is a language worthy of our society’s attention? Martha has
since explained that this distinction is within the grasp of many school districts
and she encourages teachers to begin now gathering the documentation to
support the existing depth and breadth of the offerings and activities in their
schools.
Chapter members Erin Gibbons, Barbara Hoerr, Margarita Levasseur, Maureen
Madden, Gloria Maliszewski, Korin
Mihevc, and Nitya Viswanath all took
advantage of this opportunity to
experience the culture of Saguenay and
to learn and share with their colleagues.
Margarita is the chair of the newly
created Commission of Students at Risk
and presented a session “Giving a Hand
Up to Teachers and Students in High
Needs Schools”. She is looking to find
and offer support to French teachers and
students in high-risk environments. Nitya
Viswanath, a member of our local
Executive Council and of the Social Media

Chapter!members!Erin!Gibbons!(center)!and!
Maureen!Madden!!(right)!network!with!!Michele!
Raasch!from!Iowa.!

Committee, shared her experience and technology expertise in her session
“Novice numérique: First Year with 1:1 Devices n a French Classroom” to show
the way for others who want to incorporate technology into their everyday
practice. Erin Gibbons, also a Chapter Executive Council member and Director
of the chapter Concours Oral, “Champions d’Expression,” offered a variety of
classroom strategies including flipping the classroom, backward planning, and
standards based assessment that she is thinking about offering at our convention
in Austin, TX as a 3 hour workshop. Erin also took one of the prizes in the “AATF
National Convention Dictation Competition.”
The Delegate Assembly during the convention brought together members of
many chapters where the discussion focused on how the AATF can continue to
be relevant to all French teachers especially colleagues who are new to the
profession. The idea of rebranding our organization was brought up with
suggestions including updating the website and the National Bulletin as well as
marketing French as a way to acquire many of the 21st century skills that
administrators and employers are demanding. In more than one discussion
during the convention, however, one to one personal contact was credited as the
reason that many of those in attendance had become active members.
Organizing more webinars was suggested as an activity to offer our members
that they would not be able to access outside of our organization. As a follow-up,
the Strategic Planning Committee made up mainly of Executive Council
Members met this past September 18 & 19 at the new AATF National Office in
Marion, IL to continue the discussion
!
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CHAPTER NEWS
Saguenay, so North American but so French! (continued)
A first this year were the two $1500 travel stipends and
complimentary convention registrations awarded to two AATF
members. While transportation costs to get to Saguenay were
relatively high, the meals in the hotel and the surrounding area
were lower than usual and the natural wonders found nearby
were astounding. See Maureen Madden’s account in this same
issue of Francofeuilles. The desserts, especially those with the
“géant” blueberries that Liette Brisebois told us about at our
spring meeting last May were wonderful.
Many of us also got to meet Lindsey and Angel, the two new employees at our
national headquarters, who were in awe of the scope of the convention and
grateful for the warm welcome they received from the members. Lindsey’s
responsibilities include chapters, membership, convention, and the office
telephone, while Angel concentrates on National French Honor Society and the
French Review.
As at every convention, there were opportunities for excursions to explore the
local culture. The Fabuleuse Histoire d’un royaume was an epic dramatization of
the history of the region. Earlier in the day, many of us got to stand, on the stage
and learn one of the dances performed in the show. The sometimes very-closeup special effects were impressive and the
attention to detail and to authenticity served to
emphasize the desire of the French-speaking
people of Canada to celebrate and preserve
their history and their culture. Our visit to the
Collège de Jonquière for dinner, a reception,
and a showing of the film “Louis Cyr” added to
our appreciation of the Saguenay culture that
is so North American and so French!
During the convention, our Future Leaders were often heard exclaiming: “Next
year in Austin!” So it will be time to gather once again in one of the hippest
towns in Texas from July 3-6, 2016. Congratulations to all who contributed their
presence, their talents, and their dedication to create such a wonderful personal
and professional experience for all who attended. For “vous autres” as they say
in Québec, don’t miss out, not only on the fun and the camaraderie, but also on
the chance to keep up with current trends in World Language instruction, expand
your cultural horizons, and fill up your bag of tricks for the next school year. See
you “Next Year in Austin” in 2016.
Eileen Walvoord (AATF Regional Representative) eileenwalvoord@gmail.com

!

6!

CHAPTER NEWS
L’Aventure québecoise
In July, our post-conference adventure in the
Saguenay-Lac-St.-Jean region of Québec was a
special treat with a few memorable stops. The
Maliszewskis and I headed west along the Saguenay
River toward Lac-St.-Jean in our rental car. Along the
way, we saw beautiful fields of mustard seed,
gorgeous views of the river and lake, and signs for
blueberry pie or local cheesemakers in the quaint
villages. Our first stop was the Zoo Sauvage in St.
Felicien http://zoosauvage.org/ where we boarded and
enclosed train and saw the grizzly bears, elk (wapitis),
bison and a restoration of life of the settlers.. Check
out their live cameras online!

!
We continued our tour around Lac-St.-Jean
and stopped to admire the breathtaking
views of the Fjord along the Saguenay
River. Another highlight of our trip was the
sleepy town of Tadoussac where the
Saguenay River meets the St. Lawrence.
We enjoyed exploring the village including a
hike through a park where inspirational
quotes were written in French on signs on
the trees. Our morning also included a
cruise along the St. Lawrence River to see
les baleines et les phoques. After the
cruise, we discovered a cafe overlooking the
river to soak in the beauty and fresh air.
This brief adventure was just an introduction
to the marvelous sights of the region. The
Saguenay region is a francophone gem that
should not be
overlooked. For my
next visit to the
region, I’ll look
forward to
Photos!courtesy!of!Maureen!Madden!
experiencing the
fjord by kayak!
http://www.sepaq.com/pq/sag/decouvrir/

!

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
L’Aventure québecoise (continued)
We continued our tour around Lac-St.-Jean and stopped to admire
the breathtaking views of the Fjord along the Saguenay River.
Another highlight of our trip was the sleepy town of Tadoussac
where the Saguenay River meets the St. Lawrence. We enjoyed
exploring the village including a hike through a park where
inspirational quotes were written in French on signs on the trees.
Our morning also included a cruise along the St. Lawrence River to
see les baleines et les phoques. After the cruise, we discovered a
cafe overlooking the river to soak in the beauty and fresh air. This
brief adventure was just an introduction to the marvelous sights of the region. The
Saguenay region is a francophone gem that should not be overlooked. For my next visit
to the region, I’ll look forward to experiencing the fjord by kayak!
http://www.sepaq.com/pq/sag/decouvrir/
Maureen Madden (Milwaukee French School) mcmadden88@gmail.com

!
Tadoussac,)QC)
)
)
The!oldest!
wooden!church!
in!North!America!
Cruising!the!St.!
Lawrence!River!

!
!
!
!
!
Photo!courtesy!of!Gloria!Maliszewski!

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
Coming in 2016: AATF Cercle de Lecture
Our Chapter is offering members a Cercle de Lecture! The idea is to offer three
opportunities per year for French
Teachers to gather in a social, just
for you, just for fun book club. To
be clear, it would not be mandatory
to attend all three, or even two of
these book club meet ups, simply
make the meet up that fits best
with your schedule and personal
obligations. We will be reading
some contemporary French
novels, the sort that your typical
friend’s book club might be
reading. We floated out a member
survey via the weekly update email
a couple of weeks ago, and you’ll
find the preferences reported below.
(a) Late January Cercle de Lecture: 73% of respondents expressed an interest
in a January book club, with the idea of reading over the holiday break. Members
preferred the reading selection be short because family obligations and preparing
for the next semester keep us quite busy over the holidays. Therefore, we will try
out our first Cercle de Lecture meet up this January for those who expressed
interest with some short story selections. See details below for our first ever
AATF Cercle de Lecture in January of 2016. More information on the final
location will be disseminated through our chapter’s Facebook page, the Winter
Francofeuilles, and via email blasts.
(b) Summer (late June) Cercle de Lecture: The
largest number of respondents, 87%, were
interested in a Summer Just for fun Cercle de
Lecture. Respondents overwhelmingly said a
daytime meet up during the week was the best time
to meet, favoring the week of June 20-24. This
book will be a full-length novel. Details on book
selection and specific day/time will be voted on in a
member survey in the spring of 2016.
(c) Summer (late July) Student Centered Novel: 63% of respondents were
interested in a book club selection where teachers could explore a student level
novel together, which they could then integrate into their classrooms. Read and
discuss a book with your fellow French Teachers and discuss various ways you
could engage your students in the material. Teachers who have already used a
given novel are very welcome, as you can share what you’ve learned about how

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
Coming in 2016: AATF Cercle de Lecture (continued)
to best engage students. Some suggestions listed in the survey were Kiffe Kiffe
Demain (Faïza Guène,), L'enfant noir (Camara Laye), Un papillon dans la cite
(Gisèle Pineau), Le Gone du Chaâba (Azouz Begag) et Oscar et la Dame Rose
(Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt). Details on book selection and specific day/time will be
voted on in a member survey in the Spring of 2016.
CERCLE DE LECTURE, LE 31 JANVIER
L’heure: 13h
Le lieu: TBD
Le livre: Tante Resia et les dieux par Yanick Lahens (Les nouvelles à lire dans
cette collection TBA)
Attention: La livraison des livres francais est plus longue que des livres en
anglais sur amazon.com. !
Tante Resia et les dieux est un recueil
de nouvelles qui couvre plusieurs
époques et des événements de nature
diverse. « La chambre bleue », par
exemple, raconte comment une petite
fille a découvert que ses parents
cachaient des amis persécutés par le
pouvoir. Le fond politique est très
discret et le texte est écrit du point de
vue de la petite fille, dont on suit le
raisonnement et les déductions, ce qui
donne à la nouvelle la qualité d'un
récit de détective. « Le jour fêlé »
décrit la peur d'une jeune femme face
à la violence quotidienne. Le talent de
Lahens tient à ce que, à travers une
écriture d'une grande sobriété, elle
parvienne à rendre les émotions de
ses personnages tangibles, en
particulier la peur. La nouvelle qui
donne son titre au recueil raconte le
voyage d'une petite fille et sa
découverte d'une célébration
vaudoue. Plusieurs nouvelles
évoquent aussi les répressions duvaliéristes contre de jeunes engagés politiques
ainsi que la vie urbaine de Port-au-Prince avec ses quartiers
!
!
Marnie Goodfriend (marnsgoodfriend@gmail.com)

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
Major Changes to Le Grand Conours
This year, there are several major changes to the Grand Concours
! :In addition to the traditional “pen & paper” test, an online version of the test will
be available this year. Students can use any internet-ready device (desktop
computer, laptop, tablet/iPad, smartphone) on which to take the test. The online
test will allow teachers to proctor their own exams and for multiple levels to be
scheduled at the same time. Teachers and students will have immediate access
to scores for online tests.
! The registration deadline for the traditional “pen & paper” test is December 15th,
2015. All registrations after
December 15th will be for the
online test only.
Watch for further information in future
Chapter communications.

AATF Small Grants Awards
Do you have some great ideas to enhance
your French program, but lack the
financial resources to implement them?
Why not apply for an AATF small
grant?
The Chapter will make a total of $150 available to sponsor Small Grants Awards, due to
the Chapter President by January 1. Projects must relate to the purpose of the
Association to promote French studies and benefit other members or students. Upon
acceptance, the recipient agrees to share the project with chapter members through an
article in Francofeuilles and/or a presentation at a chapter meeting.
Application and proposal:
Send a letter to the Chapter President (with three copies) containing the following
information by Jan. 1:
1. AATF member’s name, title, address, phone number, and e-mail.
2. A brief summary of the project, including purposes, dates, individuals
involved.
3. Total of anticipated budget with breakdown of expenses anticipated
4. Amount of funds requested.
5. Other sources of funding being sought, if any.
All requests will be reviewed by the Chapter Grants/Awards Committee and will be
acknowledged by January 30.
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Eighth Annual

Immersion Day for High School French Students

Journée Intensive en Français
Fêtons le monde francophone!
Sponsorisée par l’Association Américaine des Professeurs de Français avec le soutien
de la Délégation du Québec au Midwest et des Services Culturels du Consulat Général
de France
Date: Saturday, March 5, 2016
Time: 7:45 AM - 4:00 PM
Place: Dominican University, River Forest, Illinois
This unique program is open to French levels III, IV, and V students, as well as highly motivated
French level II students, who are seeking an opportunity to increase their competence in
French. The cost of the program is $30 for each participant if registration is postmarked by
Friday, December 11 ($35 if postmarked after that deadline and space is still available) and
includes un petit déjeuner à la française, cultural sessions, games, linguistic activities, lunch,
afternoon refreshments, and a Chasse au Trésor!. Participants will be asked to take a simple
pledge to stay in the language all day! Those who succeed in speaking entirely in French, which
is the goal of the immersion, will have the opportunity to win prizes too.
A participant’s teacher is not required to attend. However, up to five teachers will be accepted
and are welcome to register with their students for the same fee. The registration form will be
available on the AATF Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter web site: http://www.aatfchicnorthil.org/, in Francofeuilles, and on our own immersion site which is helpful to consult:
www.aatfjourneeintensive.edublogs.org
Pack up your pencil or pen and a French-English dictionary and get set to take a voyage of
discovery tout en français!

Questions?
Contact Donna Czarnecki, director, at cdczarnecki@sbcglobal.net or 708-246-3641; or
Sylvie Goutas, assistant director, at sylvie.goutas@wheaton.edu or 630-380-4278.

Deadline: Registrations must be postmarked by December 11.
N.B. Teachers: Only 85 student participants will be accepted. Registrations are on a first come, first
served basis. There is a maximum of 10 students accepted from each school. If you have more than ten
interested in attending, we will put the extra students on a waiting list. If there is space after the deadline, we will
accept more than the 10 per school limit. This event fills up quickly and before the deadline. Don’t wait until the
last minute to send in all of your registrations. Rather, send them in as you receive them from your students so that
no one will be disappointed, especially those who get their registrations to you the day after you announce the event!
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Journée Intensive en Français
Le 5 mars 2016
L’Association Américaine des Professeurs de Français, Chapitre de Chicago/No. Illinois
Soutenue par l’AATF Nationale, la Délégation du Québec au Midwest et les Services Culturels du Consulat Général de France

Feuille d’inscription (Registration sheet for students and teacher-participants)

Please fill out this form completely and legibly. An incomplete or illegible form will put you on the
waiting list delaying your registration! This event fills up quickly!
Participant’s name
____________
Participant’s email address

_____ ______

Street address

Home phone (

City

_)

Zip code______

Cell phone (

)

______

Emergency contact’s name ___________________________________
Emergency contact’s phone number

(____) _______ _____________

Name of school ________________________________ _______________Principal’s name _____________________________
Street address____________________________ City ________________________Zip code_________
School phone number (

)

________________

French teacher’s name
French teacher’s office phone number

Teacher’s email address
(

Participant’s level of French: ! French 2

)

_____
! French 3

! French 4 or AP

Have you participated in a previous Journée Intensive? ! No

! Yes

! French V

! Teacher

When? 201___

PETIT DÉJEUNER: The immersion begins at 7:45 a.m. with un croissant et un chocolat chaud. Please
arrive as close as possible to that time so that you will be able to participate in all the activities!
DÉJEUNER: Please check off your choice of a sandwich. If you do not check a box, you will be given
turkey. (Just in case you forget what you have chosen, it will be written on the folder you will receive
at the immersion.)
! Turkey ! Ham ! Roast Beef ! Chicken salad ! Tuna salad ! Vegetarian (roasted vegetable wrap)

Food allergies: ! None ! Some (explain) _________________________________
Any other special needs? ! No ! Yes (explain)
______
COST: $ 30 per student or teacher-participant if postmarked by December 11. Cost is $35 after Dec. 11 if
space is still available. Absolutely no registrations will be accepted after January 31 and there will be no
reimbursements for cancellations after that date because of all the monetary commitments the immersion
necessitates. Students can either give this form and a personal check, bank check, or money order payable to
AATF/Chicago-Northern Illinois to their French teacher to send in to the immersion director, Donna
Czarnecki, at 105 Indian Wood Lane, Indian Head Park, IL, 60525 or the student can mail the
completed registration form and check directly to the director. Please do not send cash.
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N.B There is a limit of 85 student participants, 10 per school maximum. If more than 10 from a school
want to register, those students will be placed on a waiting list in case openings occur, which they often do
the last week before the immersion. Registrations must be paid in advance even to reserve a place on the
waiting list. In this way students on the waiting list can be contacted to participate even up until the last few
days before the immersion. The money of those on the waiting list will be refunded soon after the immersion
if no openings occur or if, when contacted at the last minute, they are unable to participate. If registered
students need to cancel before January 31st, their $30 will be refunded following the immersion. Absolutely
no fees will be refunded for cancellations after January 31.
Teacher-participants: Teachers are not required to accompany their students. They may attend if they
wish. A maximum of 5 teacher-participants will be accepted. Teachers will register and pay the same
registration fee as the students. They are assigned to classes at the beginning of the day. However, they are
invited to observe all the class sessions, if they so wish. They should come ready to participate fully in all the
activities, including any skits, dancing, and games!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LOCATION: Dominican University, River Forest, Illinois For a map and directions see the website – dom.edu, and click “ABOUT”, then
“Locations and directions”. Registrants will be given the exact address on the campus in January once that has been firmed up.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A parent or legal guardian and the student must agree to the following waiver, check an appropriate
box regarding permission to allow the student’s picture to appear in AATF publicity, and sign below.
WAIVER:
Please read this form carefully and be aware that in signing up for and participating in this program, you will be waiving and releasing all claims
for injuries you might sustain arising out of this program.
As a participant in the program, I recognize and acknowledge that I assume the full risk of injuries, damages, or loss, which I may sustain as a
result of participating in the activities associated with this program. I agree to waive and relinquish all claims I may have as a result of
participating in the program against the American Association of Teachers of French, the French Cultural Services of Chicago, Dominican
University, River Forest, Illinois, and their officers, agents, servants, and employees. I do hereby release and discharge the aforementioned from
any and all claims from injuries, damage or loss, which I may have or which may accrue to me on account of my participation. I further agree to
indemnify and hold harmless and defend the aforementioned from any and all claims resulting from injuries, damages, and losses sustained by
me and arising out of, connected with, or in any way associated with the activities of the program. I and my parent(s), or legal guardian have read
and fully understand the program details and waiver release of all claims.

Check one and sign below:

!

I give permission for my child’s photo to appear in AATF publications.*

!I

do not give permission for my child’s photo to appear in AATF publications. It is my child’s
responsibility to tell his/her assistant that he/she needs to avoid getting his/her picture taken.

* These

publications may include the AATF web site, AATF Facebook page, the immersion program’s Edublog, or
any other written or filmed document. N.B If you forget to check a box above, we will presume that your permission
is granted.
Parent’s Signature __________________________ ____________
Student’s signature __________________________ ____________

Date
Date

Language Pledge:
• I promise to remain in French during the entire immersion day, from the time I arrive until we are released from this pledge at
the end of the day at 4:00 PM.
• I know that I may not know how to say everything I would like, but I will talk around it.
• I know that I can always use sign language, a dictionary, or the French alphabet to indicate an English word that I need in
French.
• I am attending this immersion day to practice my French and to acquire more knowledge of the language and the culture.
Student signature

Date
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La Journée Intensive en Français
Please read carefully and then keep this page.
Below you will find a copy of the schedule, pertinent information about the immersion, the phone
numbers of the director and assistant director, and our internet blog address. This sheet will remind
you of the date, arrival time, and place where the immersion will be held. Since you will also receive a
copy of this schedule in your packet upon arrival at the Dominican University Priory, you should
leave a copy of this page with your parents the day of the immersion.

Schedule:
Horaire de la Journée Intensive en Français, le 5 mars 2016
Dominican University Campus, River Forest, IL 708-771-3030
Directrice : Donna Czarnecki : 708-246-3641 ; cdczarnecki@sbcglobal.net

Directrice adjointe, Sylvie Goutas: 630-380-4278; sylvie.goutas@wheaton.edu
7h45

– 8h00

8h00 – 8h30
8h30 – 8h45
8h50 – 10h05
10h10 – 11h10
11h15 – 12h15
12h15 – 13h00
13h05 - 13h45
13h50 –14h30
14h35 - 15h40
15h30 - 16h00

Arrivée; Inscription; Contrôle des passeports à la douane, Petit déjeuner : un croissant et un
chocolat chaud
Jeux de société
Présentation du programme par les directrices; Engagement d’honneur (compte à rebours)
Jeu : Cherchez quelqu’un qui..., et première session (salles de classe)
Deuxième session (salles de classe)
Jeux: Identification d’objets dans les sacs, mise en situations, et jeux divers (salles de classe)
Déjeuner (à la cantine)
Groupes A et B = chansons ; Groupes C et D = danses
Groupes A et B = danses ; Groupes C et D = chansons
Friandise-surprise ; Organisation de la Chasse au Trésor
Distribution des prix pour les gagnants de la Chasse au Trésor ; Evaluation de la Journée
Intensive; Loterie; Remerciements, Compte à rebours et fin de l’engagement ; départ

How to dress: Dress is casual and comfortable. If you have a t-shirt or outfit from a French speaking
country or clothes the color of the French, Québecois or other French speaking country’s flag, wear them!
Items to bring: a French dictionary, if you wish, and a pencil or pen
For more information: Consult our internet site at: www.aatfjourneeintensive.edublogs.org or our
Facebook page. If you have any questions about the Journée Intensive en Français, contact the director,
Donna Czarnecki, before the immersion at 708-246-3641 (or cdczarnecki@sbcglobal.net) or on the day of
the immersion after 5:45 a.m. call her cell phone number: 708-692-3641. You may also call or email the
assistant director, Sylvie Goutas Her cell phone is 630-380-4278 and her email sylvie.goutas@wheaton.edu
N.B. If the two-page registration form is incomplete when we receive it, you will be
notified and you will be put on the waiting list. You will NOT be accepted until it is
complete. For various reasons we need ALL the information requested!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
Ideas for National French Week Activities
What do you do to celebrate National French Week at your school? Here are
some of the things we do at Geneva High School. You probably already do a lot
of these too!
1. We make participation in some aspect of National French Week an
assignment, rather than a choice, although we do provide choices so that kids
can decide what works best in their schedules and lives. At Geneva, We require
students in French I - III, plus IV regular to choose one 'project' -- A. make a
video for the contests (they can do this alone or in ANY size group, including with
French students in other classes) OR B. make 6 - 8 Gazettes des Toilettes (see
explanation below) OR C. write an essay for the National essay contest OR D.
make a poster advertising National French Week. We get a nice variety of
student projects, great potential entries for the contests, and we have a mini film
festival in our classes to watch the video entries together.
2. “locker posters” -- Make a mini poster (you can have a student design one, or
do it yourself -- just regular Xerox paper sized), and either photo copy on colored
paper, or on white paper and let kids color them and put them on their lockers. It
makes the French students' lockers noticeable in the halls. Get approval from
your administration to post them. My school requires a signature stamp on
hallway postings as well.
3. Music and announcements! French music in the halls
during passing periods is de rigueur, provided that your
school's PA system cooperates. Can you add French
students on your morning announcements with fun facts
each day? Ask your TV students to create a three minute
feature about French to show during the school TV news, if
your school has a television production class and televised
announcements. If you have announcements on the P.A.
system, will they let YOU make them one or more days,
partially in French?
4. If you do some permutation of my suggestion #1, it will be easy to participate
in our AATF National and Chapter National FW contests. The essay and video
contest from National each accept 5 entries per school. Our chapter video
contest also accepts 5 entries per school. You can pick the entries to send to
national and chapter, alone, with your world language colleagues, or let the kids
vote! In addition our Chicago / Northern Illinois chapter has an online trivia
contest which is always a fun cultural challenge
5. Gazette des Toilettes -- (thanks, SADD club and their 'Stall Street Journal' for
the idea). Have your students make postings (8 1/2 x 11) with cultural, linguistic,
historical, or current event fun facts about the Francophone world, and post them

!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
Ideas for National French Week Activities (continued)
inside of the bathroom stalls. Be sure that YOU double check them for accuracy
and appropriateness, and see if it's ok with administration.
6. Video contest -- YOU do not need to know how to film, edit,
or create a video, the students will do it! They already do a lot
of this for fun anyway. information is on the National website,
www.frenchteachers.org, as well as on our chapter site, as
soon as it is updated.
7. Essay contest -- The essay is in English, so it's a reasonable task for any
level. You can find information is on the National website,
www.frenchteachers.org .
Check our You tube channel, Geneva High School French, and search the
playlists to find National French Week and La Semaine du Français if you want to
see what our students created the last two years. Bon courage! National French
Week is a GREAT way to promote your program, increase visibility, and gain
recognition (potentially) for your students. What better timing than a month or so
before registration information is distributed for next year's course selections. If
you want more information, please email me at mbehlow@geneva304.org
Martha Behlow (Geneva H.S.) MBehlow@geneva304.org
!
!

RETIREES...
Are you ready to offer your support
to local French programs? You can
be a part of your AATF chapter’s
Retirees Project. Details to follow.
Which of the following will be your repose?
A.
B.
C.
D.
!

!

Oui, oui, oui!
Bien sûr!
Volontiers!
Tous les trois!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
World War II Anniversary Film Ideas
"The War of the Buttons"
Bande Annonce: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vq1E_0kW0U
"Au Revoir les Enfants"
Bande Annonce:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIaTVS7iQQk
"Les Hommes Libres"
Bande Annonce:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfxJpttqFXs
"Les Grandes Vacances"
Bande Annonce: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASsvC0pHic8
"Bon Voyage"
Bande Annonce: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pwrsp4rvdmA
!
France Honors the Anniversary of D Day:
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/france-celebrates-d-day-anniversarydance-historical-film-world-leaders-omaha-beach/
List compiled by Suzie Giacotto (Guerin Prep) sgiacotto@guerinprep.org

SAVE THE DATE !
Friday, April 8, 2016

TRIVIA CONTEST

Questions on France & Francophonie
Sponsored by the
ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE du NORTH SHORE
Create Your Team of 10: Prizes! Tombola!
Funds Raised will support the activities of the
Chicago/N IL Chapter of the AATF
!
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LE PRIX DU CHAPITRE
Up to three awards may be given annually by the Chapter to
recognize outstanding contributions to the teaching of French
(pre-school, elementary, secondary, post-secondary, or adult
education are all eligible).

5.

The Prix du Chapitre will be presented to the finalists at
the spring meeting. Each recipient will receive a plaque
and a check for $100

1983
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2003
2004
2005
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2013
2014

Eligibility
1. Candidates must have been a member of AATF for two
consecutive years and be a member in good standing of
the Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter at the time they
apply or are nominated.
2. Candidates must have two years of teaching experience.
3. Currently-elected Executive Council members are not
eligible.
4. Previous winners of the award are not eligible.
Criteria
Contributions to the teaching of French may be defined by
demonstrated performance in two or more of the following
areas:
1. Pre-school, elementary, junior high and senior high
award: classroom teaching, curriculum development,
community involvement, professional commitment,
service to the district, participation in AATF activities
locally, regionally, or nationally.
2. Post-secondary, adult education award: classroom
teaching, curriculum development, community
involvement, professional commitment or service and /
or publication, participation in AATF activities locally,
regionally, or nationally.

Monique Whiting, Martha Shreiner / 1984 James Berger
Roland Dubosq, Rita Wenzlow
Mary Ellen Young, Gerald Plotkin, Kathy Heilenman
Marie-Rose Gerdisch
Nancy Clark, Donna Czarnecki, Paul Kreiss
Virginia Gramer, Bonnie Caldwell, Rosalee Gentile
Mary Frances Crabtree, Peter Conroy
Alan Wax, PIerre Simonian, Michèle Gragg
Safia F. Haddad, Cathy Kendrigan
Jo Ellen Sandburg, Mary Lauerman, Wahneta Mulllin
Susan W. Norevich, Dorette Klein
Janet Evans / 1996 Not awarded
Lorri Stark-King, Willian D. Paden
Margot M. Steinhart, Mary Ellen McGoey
Terry Meyers, Marie-Simone Pavlovich
Maureen Breen, Dr. Raymond Tourville
Barbara Kane, Dan Doak / 2002 Anne Hebert
Maria Kurt, Mary Lou Jenks
Leah J. Bolek, John Tomme
Liette Brisebois, Janine Pefley / 2006 Robin Wolf
Jane Castle, Samantha Godden-Chmielowicz, Patricia Olderr
Karen Provan, Maria Schoon
Leo Conry, Lorin Pritikin, Janine Spencer
Carolyn Dunoon, Reid Lewis, Mary Rooks
Eileen Walvoord / 2012 Lynn Robinson
Elise Helland, Bobbie Kieffer
Pam Cabreen, Gigi Olmstead

To initiate the nomination process, e-mail the
following information to Chapter President
Martha Behlow by Jan. 1, 2016.
(mbehlow@geneva304.org)

Process
1. To nominate a candidate, complete and return the
application below. Candidates may initiate the
nomination process themselves.
2. After nomination, the candidate will furnish to the
current AATF chapter president a complete dossier,
consisting of the original and five copies, which address
the criteria listed above, and includes:
a. a curriculum vitae: original and five copies,
b. a letter of recommendation from a supervisor
(department head, principal, curriculum director,
person in authority, etc.): original and five copies
sent directly to AATF chapter president,
c. two additional letters of recommendation from
those who know the work of the candidate:
original and five copies sent directly to the chapter
president.
3. Completed applications must be received by the
president on or before January 30.
4. The dossiers will be reviewed by members of the
Executive Council. Candidates will be notified after the
spring meeting of the Executive Council of the decision
of the Awards Committee. The decision of the Awards
Committee will be final.

Prix du Chapitre Nomination Form
I recommend the following Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter
member for the Prix du Chapitre:
Name:____________________________________
School/Affiliation:_____________________________
Home address, telephone and e-mail:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Nominated by:_______________________________
School/Affiliation:_____________________________
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PROMOTING FRENCH AT EVERY LEVEL

Spotlight on HigherEd
Institution Name: DePaul University
Institution Type: University, Ph.D. granting, private
Location: Chicago, IL and some suburban locations

!

Faculty: Dr. Clara Orban
Chair, Department of Modern Languages and Professor, French and Italian
Dr. Pascale-Anne Brault
Director, French Program, Professor, French
Dr. Guillemette Johnston
Professor, French
Nadia Andre, Mireille Claret, Adam Hilevsky, Pascale Kichler, Claude Lapeyre,
Jessica Martino, and Jeanine Teodorescu, instructors
Degrees: French Major, French Minor, French Business Minor, French Translation Minor,
Multilanguage Major, Certification for Teaching (Through DePaul’s College of
Education), French MA
Courses: Elementary and Intermediate Sequences; Advanced Courses in French and
Francophone Literature, Civilization, Culture, Translation, Business, Cinema.

Other: Conversation Table, Literary Magazine Mille-Feuille, CinéClub, Pi Delta Phi Honor
Society, Quarter/Semester/Yearlong study abroad in Paris at Alliance Française for all
levels, at IES for advanced students, and at Science Po for select advanced students
Contact: pbrault@depaul.edu
|!Facebook & Twitter: depaulmol | Departmental Website

!
In this Francofeuilles series, we focus on higher education opportunities in Northern Illinois.
Feel free to share this information with students (handouts, class website, bulletin board) or
consider signing up for enrichment courses yourself! If you wish for your institution to be
included in this feature, contact rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu!!!!!!!!!20

FRENCH FOR LIFE
Exploring language study and careers
Taylor Henderhan
Major: French Double Major with Digital Cinema
Institution: DePaul University
Job Description: TAPIF, Académie de Reims, 2015-2016
FF: Why did you take French?
I started taking French my freshman year in high school. I chose French because I thought
German sounded somewhat angry and French was much prettier. It was as simple as that. I
continued my study in college because I had learned to love the language and wanted to
become more proficient. I wasn't sure what I wanted to with my French, but I knew I wanted
to continue to learn the language.
FF: What was most enjoyable about taking French?

!
One of the best experiences I had in college was studying abroad in France. Without my
previous French education, I wouldn't have been able to do the program that I did. I also liked
that when learning French, I was able to learn about French art and history.
FF: How has French helped you in your education, career, or personal life?
I was a double major in French and Film in college and I would say without a doubt that my
French has helped me as a filmmaker. I was exposed to another culture, centuries of
architecture, artistic movements and so much more. I have been able to take all of what I have
learned from my French classes, as well as my languages skills, and applied it towards my
other major and hopefully my future career. In my personal life, it has been great to be able to
converse with francophone people living in, or visiting the United States.
FF: Do you feel that your French language skills have helped you get a job or internship?
Yes I absolutely think that my French skills helped me obtain my spring internship at the
French Consulate in Chicago. There have been previous interns there who haven't spoken
French and I know that my speaking skills helped to ensure my position. As far as postcollegiate job searches go, I have found that French is a great second language to have if you
are interested in business or anything international. Of course, it is never a never a negative
to have a second language on your resume in any field.
FF: Do you have any advice for students considering French studies?
To any students considering taking French, I would say to go for it! Don't get too frustrated if
you can't get the grammar right away (like me!), just stick with it. It truly does get easier. I
would also say that when you take French, you don't just learn the language, you learn the
culture and way of life. It is a great way to spend 4 years of college and it will afford you with
more study abroad opportunities!
FF: Do you have any relevant plans for the future?
I am leaving for France at the end of September to be an assistant teacher of English as a
second language in the Académie of Reims. I am going through the program called TAPIF that
is run by the French government. I am looking forward to the experience and my seven-month
stay in the French countryside.
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2015-2016
President
Martha Behlow (1-2)
Geneva Community High School
Email: mbehlow@geneva304.org

Council Members
Leah Bolek (appointed)
retired
Email: ljbolek@gmail.com

2nd Vice President - Francofeuilles Editor
Cathy Kendrigan (appointed)
Loyola Academy
Email : cathykendrigan@gmail.com

Brenda Crosby (2-1)
Email: muguet62@comcast.net
Illinois Mathematics & Sciences Academy
Email: brendac@imsa.edu

3rd Vice President - French Contest
Administrator
Ted Haldeman
Tel: 708-873-1194
National French Contest
Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter AATF
Box 2732
Orland Park, IL 60462
Email: thaldeman1@hotmail.com

Timothy duVall-Brown (1-2)
Evanston Township High School
tduvallbrown@gmail.com
Lindsey Evans (2-2)
Email: geegs77@gmail.com
West Chicago Community High School
Email: levans@d94.org
Suzanne Giacotto (1-2)
Guerin College Preparatory High School
sgiacotto@guerinprep.org

Secretary
Maureen Madden (1-2)
Milwaukee French Immersion School
Email: mcmadden@aol.com

Erin Gibbons (appointed)
Barrington High School
Email : eeeeeeeg@gmail.com

Treasurer
Tom Sapp (1-2)
Loyola Academy
Email: tsapp@loy.org

Diane Hoffmeyer (1-2)
retired
Diane.hoffmeyer@gmail.com

Immediate Past President
Robin Jacobi
Hoffman Estates HS
Email : rjacobi@d211.org

Rebecca Léal (1-2)
Elmhurst College
Email : rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu

Ex-Officio
Eileen Walvoord
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com

Kellye McKay-Guzik (2-2)
Email: kellyemck@gmail.com
Glenbrook North High School
kguzik@glenbrook225.org
Council Members (continued)

Jane Castle
Email: castleaj@aol.com

*Did you know...?

Rosalee Gentile
Dominican University
Email: rosaleegentile@juno.com

Executive Council members are elected for
one two-year term, after which they may be
re-elected for a second two-year term. The
numbers after the name of each Council
member indicate the term and year of
service, i.e.. (1-2) = Term 1, Year 2.

Anne Hebert
Email: glenn.hebert@sbcglobal.net
Margot M. Steinhart
Email: m.steinhart@sbcglobal.net

!
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2015-2016
Clara Orban (1-2)
DePaul Unversity
corban@depaul.edu

AATF National Headquarters
AATF Executive Director
Jayne Abrate
Executive Director
P.O. Box 2617
Carbondale, IL 62902-2617
Ph: 815-310-0490; Fax: 815-310-5754
Email: abrate@frenchteachers.org

Phyllis Perkins (2-2)
retired
Email : perkinspd1@comcast.net
Lynn Robinson (2-2)
School: Andrew High School
Email : lrobinson@d230.org!

AATF President
Sister Mary Helen Kashuba
Email: kashubam@chc.edu

Stephanie Saul (1-2)
Benet Academy
Email: tajoleefleur@aol.com

Regional Representative (Region VI)
Eileen Walvoord
Email: eileenwalvoord@gmail.com

Laura Schmuck (1-2)
Carl Sandburg High School
Email : lschmuck@d230.org

Attaché Culturel
Denis Quenelle
Attaché Culturel Adjoint
Chargé de Mission Pédagogique
French Cultural Services
205 N. Michigan Ave.
Suite 3710
Chicago, IL 60601
Tel : 312-327-5232
Email : denis.quenelle@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Nitya Viswanath (1-2)
Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
nviswanath@d230.org
Gretel Webster (1-2)
Gallistel Language Academy
Email: gretelden@sbcglobal.net

Délégation du Québec
Eric Marquis
Délégué du Québec au Midwest
444 N. Michigan Ave.

CHAPTER WEBSITE
www.aatf-chicnorthil.org

Suite 3650
Chicago, IL 60611
Tel : 312-645-0392
eric.marquis@mri.gouv.qc.ca

AATF WEBSITE
www.frenchteachers.org

Articles for Francofeuilles!
If you have a successful lesson or idea for
promotion or advocacy, please share it with your
colleagues. Deadline for the next issue : Nov. 5.
Submit all articles to cathykendrigan@gmail.com.

!
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Program
Brenda Crosby
Rebecca Léal
Phyllis Perkins
Nitya Viswanath
Suzanne Giacotta
Laura Schmuck
Francofeuilles
Cathy Kendrigan (chair)
Rebecca Léal
Suzanne Giacotta
Tom Sapp
Fiona Spence
Gretel Webster
National French Contest
Ted Haldeman (chair)
(Korin Mihevc) (T-shirt)
Stephanie Saul
Diane Hoffmeyer (Prizes)
Leah Bolek (Materials)
CEUS/CPDUS
Leah Bolek (chair)
Robin Jacobi
Timothy DuVall-Brown
Laura Schmuck (?)

Grants and Awards
Martha Behlow (chair)
Eileen Walvoord
Rosalee Gentile
Anne Hebert
Robin Jacobi
Elections
Brenda Crosby (chair)
Rosalee Gentile
Eileen Walvoord
Robin Jacobi
ICTFL
Martha Behlow
National French Week
Phyllis Perkins (chair)
Lindsey Evans
Kellye Guzik
Lynn Robinson
Clara Orban
Diane Hoffmeyer
Immersion Day
Tom Sapp (liaison)
Jane Castle
Lynn Robinson
Gretel Webster
Laura Schmuck
Cathy Kendrigan

FRANCOFEUILLES

Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter
American Association of Teachers of French
Cathy Kendrigan
1525 N. Beverly Lane
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
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Social Media
Lynn Robinson (chair)
Nitya Viswanath
Timothy Duvall-Brown
Fiona Spence
Lindsey Evans
Erin Gibbons
Advocacy
Eileen Walvoord (chair)
Anne Hebert
Margot Steinhart
Kellye Guzik
Clara Orban
Membership
Tom Sapp (chair)
Martha Behlow
Robin Jacobi
Oral Concours
Erin Gibbons
Maureen Madden
Eileen Walvoord
Cathy Kendrigan
Stephanie Saul

(chair)

