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American Association of Teachers of French 

Francofeuilles 

Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter                                  Hiver/Printemps  2021 
 

Un Message de votre Président

Chers collègues de l’AATF Chicago 
et l’Illinois du Nord 
 
Le printemps et l’été sont enfin arrivés.  
Avec ces nouvelles saisons, on a un 
engagement renouvelé et un espoir que 
l’été 2021 sera meilleur que l’année 
dernière. 
 
Dans le chapitre de Chicago et l’Illinois 
du Nord, on continue à offrir une 
programmation robuste, même si c’est 
dans un format virtuel cette année.  
Beaucoup de ces programmes sont 
décrits dans les pages de 
Francofeuilles, mais ils incluent les 
Réunions d’hiver (le 6 février) et de 
printemps (le premier mai) et la Journée 
intensive en français (le 6 mars).  En 
tant que président du chapitre, je suis 
reconnaissant aux membres dévoués et 
flexibles du Conseil exécutif qui 
organisent et dirigent ces événements. 
 
De plus, on a ajouté de nouveaux 
événements cette année dans le cadre 
du développement professionnel, y 
compris les tables rondes pour le 
Francophone Youth Theatre et 
l’éducation par immersion.  En outre, 
l’AATF Nationale, les Alliances 
Françaises, et les Services culturels de  
 
 

 

 
 
l’Ambassade de France, parmi d’autres 
organisations, continuent à offrir une 
gamme d’ateliers et de programmes 
pour les enseignants.  La Convention 
nationale de l’AATF, virtuelle encore cet 
été, n’est qu’un exemple de plus de la 
façon dont notre organisation continue 
de s’adapter aux changements dus à la 
pandémie. 
 
2021 continuera d’être unique, mais 
l’AATF reste déterminée à offrir aux 
élèves et étudiants et aux professeurs 
une programmation utile et pratique 
pour soutenir tous ces efforts. 
 
Amicalement, 
Tom Sapp, Président 
AATF Chicago et l’Illinois du Nord 
Janvier 2021

 

President Tom Sapp welcomes members 
to the Réunion du printemps via Zoom. 
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AATF Réunion d’hiver:  « Vous travaillez dans vos limites » 
 
Due to the continuing coronavirus pandemic, our annual Réunion d’hiver was held 
virtually this year.  On Saturday, February 6, almost forty participants attended the two-
hour program via Zoom, choosing two of four interactive sessions.  So many great 
classes and such great instructors! Those were my thoughts at the end of the virtual 
Réunion d’hiver!  
 
We enjoyed a physical workout with Laura Schmuck’s presentation of Pilates.  Laura, 
who recently completed training to become a Pilates 
instructor, conducted the workout in French.  We all 
learned some new vocabulary as can be seen in the 
screenshot of the chat posted below.  The overall lesson 
learned was her phrase, « Vous travaillez dans vos 
limites. », which can be applied to all the efforts we are 
doing this year with our teaching.  

 
The session on Mindfulness was enjoyed by all through the hard work and dedication 
of Margarita Levasseur and Antonia Van Twisk.  Make it part of your lesson in order for 
students of any age to be confident and happy.  They need this routine of breathing and 
reflection. My favorite movement was the papillon, with hands joined under your chin, 

then raising elbows out and in while 
slowing down your breathing. 
Sometimes mute yourself and just let 
students talk about their day. 
Sometimes we need to reflect on the 
questions, “Why do you teach?”, Why 
do you teach what you’re teaching?,  
and  “Are you modeling the calm 

classroom 
breaths?” 
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AATF Réunion d’Hiver: « Vous travaillez dans vos limites » (continued) 
 
The session entitled Jeux Vidéo from Andi Isabelli reminded us to let kids be kids but 
keep it in French. So many sites mentioned to aid in reading for pleasure!  One site is 
boardgamesarena.com.  Andi’s name there is proprof for those who want to play! She 
used an example from a TedTALK that play is more than fun. It changes the differential  
of power. It’s for the brain, 
for relaxation, and the 
opposite of play is 
depression. Let’s play! 
 

 
In their session Outils Pour Utiliser Dans la Salle de Classe Gissele Drpich and Nitya 
Viswanath recommended that students 
do something while listening to you. 
Perhaps things they can self-correct, 
maybe Pear Deck. Give options for 
students to comment how they are doing 
or let them start class. First you must 
teach the communication standards of 
how to write in the Chat. Establish 
guidelines for each entry in the Chat. 
Then teach some suggested comments 
for replying to others in the Chat.  
 

 
 
But remember, everyone, « Vous travaillez dans vos limites!! » 
 
Gloria Maliszewski (Deer Path Middle School) 
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AATF Réunion d’Hiver:  Photo Gallery (continued) 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
 

FÉLICITATIONS!!! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Un grand merci  
to the teachers who encouraged their students to get involved  

in National French Week and to participate in the annual 
contests! 
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Report on Le Grand Concours 2021 
 

¾ 50 teachers from the 
Chicago/Northern Illinois chapter 
and Downstate chapters enrolled 
their students in Le Grand 
Concours in 2021.   
 

¾ 1500 students completed the contest in FLES (grades 1-6) and 
levels 01-5.   
 

¾ Students earning gold or platinum 
received a 2021 t-shirt.   
 

¾ Teachers who enrolled at least 5 
students received a gift card in their email to purchase prizes 
for their students.   
 

¾ For additional information on Le Grand Concours, please 
visit:  https://www.frenchteachers.org/concours/   
 

Maureen Madden, Chair (Le Grand Concours Committee, AATF Chicago / No. IL)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AATF CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
¾ The 2021 AATF Convention, originally scheduled to be held in New 

Orleans,has been postponed.  
¾ This year’s convention will again be virtual and will be available free of charge 

to all AATF members.   
¾ The theme is « Laissez les bons temps rouler :  Explorer la diversité du monde 

francophone. » 
The preliminary program of sessions, workshops, and activities can be found here. 

 

https://www.frenchteachers.org/concours/
https://www.frenchteachers.org/2021-convention-program
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La Journée Intensive en Français 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, March 6, 2021, the 13th edition of the Journée Intensive en Français 
consisted of an online twofold event: a 3-hour roundtable for K-16 educators and 
university students, followed by a 2-hour French immersion event for high school 
students and teachers. Both events gathered a total of 75 participants and were 
sponsored and supported by the local and national American Association of French 
(AATF). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the morning, after an introduction by Consul General Guillaume Lacroix, and our 
new host, U Chicago Language Center director Cathy Baumann, some of the guest 
speakers focused on The Benefits of French Language/Culture Immersion 
Teaching/Learning and gave an overview of renowned Northern American immersion 
programs and the effectiveness of different forms of immersion pedagogy today. 
Secondly, they learned about French Immersion through Cultural Activities and 
examined the impact of cultural immersion understood not only as a complement to 
language learning but also as an important part of any learner’s personal development 
and autonomy. As such, cinema serves as an extremely powerful tool of immersive 
education and French specialists shed a light on its particular strengths. Sylvie Goutas, 
Assistant Instructional Professor in French at the University of Chicago and JIF director 
organized and moderated the roundtable. 
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La Journée Intensive en Français 2021 (continued) 

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
            
 

 
           

 
 

The Benefits of French Language/Culture Immersion 
Teaching/Learning 

French Immersion through Cultural Activities  

Eileen Walvoord (2022-2024 AATF National President and Alliance 

Française du North Shore President) 

 
Armelle Crouzieres-Ingenthron (J.Harvey Watson Professor of 

French and Francophone Studies - Lois ’51 and J. Harvey Watson 

Department of French and Francophone Studies; Director, The Betty 

Ashbury Jones MA ’86 School of French - Middlebury College) 

 

Myles Freborg (MA’19 and DML student, Middlebury College ; 

Teacher at Hickman High School, Columbia, Missouri) 

 
Jennifer Speir (Concordia Language Villages Group Director for the 

French & Spanish Language Communities and Village Weekends 

Program) 

Anne-Christine Rice (Tufts University Lecturer) 
 
Martin Dionne (Chicago Quebec Government Office 
Deputy) 
 
Justine Lévêque (Champs-Elysées Film Festival 
Artistic Director) 
 
Jeff Hutter (TAPIF and Loyola University Chicago 

alumnus and Saint Paul High School teacher) 

 
Robert Delorie (Middlebury Alumnus, Study Abroad 

Travels Specialist; Students Love Travel Co-Founder) 

Consul General (Chicago)  
Guillaume Lacroix 

Mr Martin Dionne 
(Représentant de la Délégation 

du Québec de Chicago) 
 

Dr. Armelle Crouzières-Ingenthron 
(Middlebury College) 

 

Mrs. Anne-Christine Rice 
(Tufts University) 

 

Eileen Walvoord,  
(2022-2024 AATF President) 

Dr. Cathy Baumann 
(University of Chicago 

Language Center Director) 
 

Mrs. Alice McLean 
 (University of Chicago  

French Language Program Director) 
 

Jennifer Speir 
(Concordia Villages 

Group Director) 
 

Jeff Hutter 
(Saint Paul High School 

Teacher) 
 

Myles Freborg  
(Hickman High School 

Teacher) 

Robert Delorie 
(Students Love Travel  

Co-Founder) 
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La Journée Intensive en Français 2021 (continued) 
 

In the afternoon, 24 students and 4 teachers from the Chicago area participated in an 
immersion event, whose theme was French Cinema and Festivals. The participating 
high schools were Loyola Academy, Lyons Township High School, Naperville North 
High School, Plainfield Central High School and Woodstock North High School. There 
was an honored guest speaker: Champs 
Elysées Film Festival Artistic Director, 
Ms Justine Lévêque, who introduced 
students to French Festivals in French. 
Thomas Sapp, President of the 
American Association of Teachers of 
French Chicago/Northern Illinois 
chapter, which sponsors the program 
and Eileen Walvoord, the future 
President of the national American 
Association of Teachers of French, were teacher participants. After a welcome speech 
by its directors, everyone pledged to speak only French during the entire time! Then, 
the event was led by the JIF staff that included its director Sylvie Goutas, and assistant 
directors Emily Fellmann, French teacher at Lyons Township High School, Andrea 
Isabelli, French teacher at Woodstock and Woodstock North High Schools, Lisa 
Shamrock, French teacher at Naperville North High School and Antonia Van Twisk, 
French teacher at Andrew Jackson Language Academy. They led 3 workshops, 
designed entirely or in part by Sylvie Goutas, on different aspects of French cinema. 
 
All of the activities helped the participants attain the program’s and their personal goals 
of furthering their competence in the French language and of enhancing their 
knowledge of many of the facets of French and Francophone cultures. The AATF 
applauds the efforts of these motivated young people and their teachers as they 
perfect their speaking competence, enhance their knowledge of history and culture of 
the francophone world, and promote the continued learning of the French language.  
 
For information regarding attending or participating on the staff of future Immersion 
Days, please contact Dr. Sylvie Goutas, jifchic@gmail.com 
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La Journée Intensive en Français 2021 (continued) 
 

Photo Gallery 
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Réunion de printemps 2021 :   
Gender Inclusive Linguistic Strategies in French  

 
Eighty participants from throughout the country gathered on May 1 via Zoom to attend 
our Chapter’s Réunion de printemps program on gender inclusive linguistic strategies in 
French. This workshop attracted a much larger and more diverse audience than our 
typical in-person spring meeting due to high-interest in the topic being presented, 
promotion of the workshop by both the national AATF and ICTFL, and the ease of 
virtual attendance.   
 
The first session “Teaching French for all 
genders” was presented by Dr. Kiki Kosnick, 
Assistant Professor of French and Women, 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Augustana 
College in Rock Island, Illinois where they 
teach courses on French language, queer 
theory, and literatures and cultures of the 
French-speaking world.  Dr. Kosnick began the 
presentation with an overview of the movement 
toward gender inclusive language in French, 
tracing the evolution in attitudes through a 
variety of documents.  For instance, in 2017, the Académie Française called l’écriture 
inclusive « un péril mortel », while at approximately the same time, an article in the 
Slate reported that 314 teachers of the French language « s’engagent à ne plus 
enseigner la règle de grammaire ’le masculin l’emporte sur le féminin’. » 
 
Dr. Kosnick then explained in detail several gender-inclusive linguistic strategies for 
non-binary gender expression in French, giving numerous specific examples of each 
one.  These strategies included the use of the following: 
¾ epicene words (e.g., artiste, colocataire),  
¾ rewordings (e.g., use of ravi·e instead of heureux/heureuse),  
¾ middots (e.g., l’ami·e) 
¾ neologisms (e.g., the subject pronoun iel and related forms).  

 
One of the most interesting parts of the presentation was the practical application of 
what had been learned.  
Participants were given several 
texts which they were asked to 
transform by changing all 
masculine and feminine forms 
referring to people to non-
binary forms.  An example of 
one of these activities is shown 
on the right.  This exercise led 
to interesting discussion on the 
application of these strategies. 
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Réunion de printemps 2021 (continued) 
 
Dr. Kosnick then proposed six key guidelines for language educators to keep in mind 
while designing lessons and curriculum (as seen in the slide below). These guidelines 
will help to support their ability to teach French for all genders while meeting both 
standard and individualized learning objectives.  
 

 
Thanks to this session with Dr. Kosnick, attendees had 
several new gender inclusive strategies to add to their toolkit 
and some resources to use for further study of this important 
topic.   
 

    
    
 
 
 

Dr. Kosnick’s slides and other resources are available here. 
. 

http://www.aatfchicagonorthernillinois.com/programs.html
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Réunion de printemps 2021 (continued) 
 
The second session “J’écris épicène” was presented by 
Executive Council member Gissele Drpich, a teacher at 
Larkin High School in Elgin and a native of Québec.  
The presenter immediately got the participants involved 
by asking them to record their answers to a couple of 
introductory questions on her Pear Deck slides.   
 
Using documents from several Canadian and 
Québécois sources, Gissele covered a variety of topics 
related to gender-inclusive linguistic strategies in French.  
She began by presenting the Journée Mondiale de Lutte 
Contre l’Homophobie (le 17 mai).  This day, which began in 
Québec in 2003, was the first national day against 
homophobia.  Participants then had a few minutes to 
explore links to resources regarding this day.   
 
After emphasizing how language can be an 
important tool for changing our way of thinking 
and seeing the world, Gissele presented 
several examples from daily life. Participants 
were asked to consider whether these were 
gender-inclusive, and, if not, how they could be 
changed. (See the example on the right as well 
as the one below.) Using the correct pronoun is 
one of the ways we can show respect.     
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Réunion de printemps 2021 (continued) 
 
It is interesting to note 
that sometimes 
French-speakers of 
Québec and France 
create different 
solutions to gender-
inclusive language. As 
Gissele pointed out, a 
female mayor is maire 
in France, while Valérie 
Plante is referred to as 
the première mairesse 
de Montréal.   
 
To conclude her session, Gissele shared two useful resources.  The first was the site 
Mots-clés, sponsored by the Office Québécois de la langue française.  This site is « La 
première plateforme web interactive francophone regroupant un large éventail d’outils et 
de ressources pour l’inclusion de la diversité sexuelle et de genre ». The second was a 
series of interactive slides that could be used in class to make students aware of 
gender-inclusive language. 

After President Tom Sapp thanked the presenters and the attendees 
for participating in the workshop, the réunion ended with a tombola 
organized by Phyllis Perkins.  In a thoughtful gesture, each of the 
winners gave their prize to one of many university students in 
attendance at the meeting.  Thanks to this program, participants 
learned some strategies they could use in French to create more 
gender-inclusive lessons.   

Cathy Kendrigan (Loyola Academy)  
 

  

Gissele Drpich’s slides are available here 

http://www.aatfchicagonorthernillinois.com/programs.html
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Retiree Reflections 
 

Au revoir et félicitations! 
 

 

 
Gloria Maliszewski  (Deer Path Middle School) 

 
I’ve been brainstorming a retirement reflection, and my mind seems 
very scattered with recollections of my years of French teaching. 
Here is a semi-organized smattering of my thoughts: 
 
NO MORE - YEAH! - : 
Required staff meetings 
Sunday night lesson planning 
Work life being controlled minute by minute 
Summers at Professional Development seminars 
Required meetings during the workday 
Correcting, editing, and giving feedback for hours 
Uploading docs and sites to Schoology for 
 multiple levels 
Putting off personal interests due to lack of time 
Being limited to traveling when everyone is on 
 vacation 
Waiting to garden until June 
Stacking up books I want to read, but don’t have 
 time 
Formal, state-required evaluations 
 
 

 
But then again, NO MORE: 
Student handshakes and greetings at the door 
Appreciative, supportive emails from parents 
Giggles at French Club 
World Language department staff interactions 
Garden Club wide-eyed wonder from students 
French jokes to share 
Watching student proficiency develop 
French Immersion dinners with students 
Dropping in the gym to see students in their 
 sports 
Staff lunchroom conversations 
“Merci, Madame” at the end of class 
Sweet holiday and end-of-year cards and notes 
 from students and parents                        

 

From Past President Margot Steinhart :  Discount on a subscription to France Today magazine 
 
France Today magazine is a full-color print magazine with great articles and photography. It is geared to the 
Francophile and is full of cultural, historical and contemporary news articles, suitable for all ages. It has two sister 
publications, French Entrée (on real estate) and Taste of France (on cuisine). 
  
Friends of the Alliance Française and the AATF can get 30% off subscriptions for any or all of those magazines. 
Visit this link (https://francemedia.shop/discount/AF-USA-30) which will put the promo code, "AF-USA-30" in your 
shopping cart, triggering an immediate 30% discount. You'll see the code's impact at checkout. 

We salute our colleagues who recently retired.  
Congratulations on a job well-done and best 
wishes as you enter the next phase of your life!  
We hope to continue to see you at AATF activities!  
If you have retired this year, you are invited to 
share your retirement reflection.in Francofeuilles.  
Contact editor cathykendrigan@gmail.com. 
 
 

In this article, Gloria 
Maliszewski shares her 
reflections on her teaching 
career. 

https://francemedia.shop/discount/AF-USA-30
https://francemedia.shop/discount/AF-USA-30
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A Global Cinema Course 
  
Teaching a Global Cinema course that I developed and 
implemented four years ago has been one of the most enriching 
experiences of my time at Marist High School. As an avid cinephile 
with some academic background in film (I completed a graduate 
minor in cinema studies during my doctoral work at the University 
of Illinois), I thought a film class geared toward international films 
(and shown in their original languages with subtitles) might be a 
useful addition to my school’s course catalogue upon my arrival six 
years ago. Given the centrality of visual media for communication and 
entertainment in today’s society, I wanted to propose a course that 
would offer students the analytical tools to breakdown the “grammar” 
of visual representation, teach them about the global film industry, and 
engage them in reflection on important current and recent events or 
trends (e.g. conflicts, poverty, development, etc.)  that have shaped 
societies in different regions of the world. In short, I conceived of this 
course to a large extent as a way of extending the important 
intercultural interrogations that many of us place at the heart of our mission as French 
teachers beyond the walls of the language classroom.   
 
This semester-long course found a home in the Art and Technology department, which 
graciously welcomed it as a way to increase the number of arts represented in its 
offerings. This has also been a boon for helping the course gain traction among 
students who can select it as an elective art course to partially satisfy graduation 
requirements in this area. As a result, students from all four grade levels enroll in the 
course although it tends to favor underclassmen students who are advised to finish their 
art credit early in their high school career.  
 
As for the class itself, we begin each semester with a brief preliminary unit that 
introduces students to key film terms, an overview of film history, and the different 
layers of the international cinema industry. For the time being, I have organized the 
course into month-long geographical units built upon three to four films each. So far, I 
have developed units for African, Middle Eastern, European, Asian, and Latin American 
cinema. As I build more of a repertoire of films, I could also envision organizing the 
class in terms of genres to compare approaches around the world to action films, 
zombie films, or science fiction for instance. Before the pandemic, we viewed each film 
in class (2-4 classes/film) and typically finished the week with a class discussion. To 
make students accountable for the material, I have them keep a film journal in which 
they take notes and reflect on cinematography, themes, genre, narrative, and character 
development among other elements from film to film. I also break up this work with 
several mini projects that allow students to conduct minor research on the history of 
cinema, influential figures, and the state of the film industry in different countries 
throughout each region. Before the pandemic, we also were able to take field trips to 
local film festivals like the Chicago Latino Film Festival to attend special screenings for 
high school groups.   
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A Global Cinema Course (continued) 
 
Perhaps the greatest challenge in creating and running the class has been selecting 
films, a fact that became apparent once the course was approved and I had to plan a 
full semester of film screenings and activities. I decided to focus on contemporary films  
from the last two decades in order to 
stress to students that worthy films and 
important innovations are still being made 
and that the influence of foreign films 
didn’t stop with black and white films or 
Italian Neorealism and the French New 
Wave. I’m sure it comes as no surprise 
that the number one issue was finding 
films without explicit sexual or extremely 
violent content so they would be school 
appropriate. This could be a time- 
consuming process since sometimes the 
material that would exclude a film from 
consideration would be nearly an hour or 
more into the movie. I was also aware of 
my own lacunae as a cinephile and needed 
to learn more about Middle Eastern films 
and Asian cinema in particular. By the start 
of that first semester, I had devised a list of 
15 films across different genres including 
documentaries, action, drama, art house, 
and animation, and which I have been 
tinkering with and adding to ever since. 
Some, I’m sure, are familiar to many French 
teachers and I have used several over the 
years in language classes as well, like Intouchables (2011), Virunga 
(2014), Timbuktu (2014), and J’ai perdu mon corps (2019). I also 
regularly try to solicit student recommendations and incorporate them. 
In fact, two of the most popular films I have shown in Global Cinema 
were originally student recommendations (Train to Busan, South 
Korea, 2016; A Man Called Ove, Sweden, 2015). 
 
Like nearly everyone, the coronavirus pandemic radically altered the way I had to teach 
Global Cinema at different junctures in the spring when my school went fully remote and 
in the fall when we adopted a hybrid schedule. In both scenarios, the biggest challenge 
from a teacher standpoint became screening the movies since I could no longer stream 
from my personal collection or Netflix/Amazon Prime accounts at school. Many of the 
films that worked best with students were not available to stream and it wasn’t practical 
to require students to purchase them. As a result, I scrambled to find new films each 
week on Netflix that would work for the class and which the majority of students would  
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A Global Cinema Course (continued) 
 
be able to access. With a small group of others, we worked to find alternatives if they 
didn’t have access to these services. The hybrid schedule Marist adopted in the fall  
didn’t permit enough time to screen films in class, so I had once again to gear the films 
toward what was available to stream. This worked more smoothly the second time 
around since I had more time to identify and watch possible potential films over the 
summer.  
 
Although this course has required a lot more time and effort to get running than I initially 
anticipated, it truly has grown into one of the courses I most look forward to every day. It 
has afforded me the opportunity to connect with many students who take other 
languages and to connect with those who do take French in different ways. I have found 
that getting students to talk about the series and films they watch on their own can be a 
powerful way to build rapport on a personal or class level as well as an efficient means 
of helping connect class content to a tangible part of their daily lives. Overall, I know the 
course is serving its purpose when students admit to being surprised about how many 
good films exist beyond Hollywood, when they confess that they can no longer watch 
their regular shows without analyzing the themes and representation, and when, a 
semester, a year, or two years later, they visit with me in the hallway to talk about their 
new favorite South Korean drama or French comedy.   
 
Dr. Daniel Brant (Marist High School) 
 
 
 

 

Articles for Francofeuilles! 

¾ Do you have a successful instructional 
 activity for the Coin pédagogique?  
¾ Do you have an idea for promotion or 
 advocacy? 
¾ Have you participated in an interesting 
 professional enrichment opportunity? 

If so, please share with your colleagues by 
submitting an article to Francofeuilles. 

Deadline for the Fall issue is September 20, 
2021. Submit all articles to 
cathykendrigan@gmail.com.  
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Netflix Series to Binge Watch 

Are you missing foreign travel, return trips to Paris, strolling along the Seine and finding 
charming cafés and bistros to relax and appreciate the delicious foods and wines we 
love, while marveling at the chic and stylish French?  Here are a few series which 
should give you some satisfaction and fill your soul with the beauty and scenes of Paris, 
as well as plunging you into fantastic and very current French to please your ears as 
well as your eyes.  I am NOT suggesting these series for your classrooms, but rather, 
for you! You may find clips which are fun to share, but in general, between les gros 
mots and certain sexual situations, most of them are definitely for adults.  I do, however, 
know that some teachers are using Lupin with their classes. 

1. Emily in Paris – 10 episodes (renewed for 2nd season) – this comedy 
is in English, but it is really charming. Created by Darren Starr of Sex 
and the City fame, Chicagoan Emily (played by singer Phil Collins’ 
daughter Lily Collins) moves to Paris to work with a French marketing 
firm. The French actors have fun playing on the stereotypes of both 
Americans and French. Episodes are only a half hour, filmed pre-
Covid … great fashions, all shot on location, very fun.  There is a bit of 
controversy about the stereotypes, but hey! It’s a comedy! Actually, the 
most snobby / difficult character in the show, Sylvie, played by 
Philippine Leroy-Beaulieu, - she based on her own mother, as well as the French 
‘mean girls’ she encountered when she moved from Italy to France as a child! 
  

2. Lupin – 5 episodes (5 more coming soon) Okay, am I the 
only person who had never even heard of the ‘famous’ 
literary character Arsène Lupin? This series is literally THE 
MOST WATCHED French series on Netflix, and currently, 
the most popular period, throughout the world! Omar Sy 
and Ludivine Seignier. Parisian locations, including 
Episode 1 in le Louvre! Think … Robin Hood plus James Bond plus a dash of the 
Count of Monte Cristo’s desire for revenge. 
 

3. Call My Agent (Dix Pour cent) – 4 seasons of 6 one-hour episodes per season … 
I literally LOVE this series and am sad to have finished it. For those of you who 
LOVE le cinéma français … each episode deals with one 
(sometimes more) French actors playing themselves, often poking 
fun at their own quirks. The core group of four high powered French 
agents represent, encourage, babysit, and cheerlead their clients. 
Featured guests included Charlotte Gainsbourg, Cécile de France, 
Fabrice Lucchini, Monica Belluci, Jean Reno, Jean DuJardin, 
Isabelle Huppert … just to name a few! Wonderful scenes all over 
Paris, and honestly, a love letter to French cinema. Phillippine Leroy 
from Emily in Paris is in this series as well. 
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Netflix Series to Binge Watch 

4. Au Service de la France – I haven’t watched this 
one yet, but it’s next on my list! This comic spy 
series which takes place during the Cold War has a 
dark side, too, as it explores France’s colonial past 
as well as issues of racism.  There are two seasons 
of twelve 25-minute episodes. 
 

5. Le Chalet – recommended by chapter member Gloria Maliszewski … I haven’t 
decided yet if I will check this one out! Filmed in Chamonix & its environs … a 
murder mystery – one season only. It’s described as a psychological thriller, 
intense, definitely not for everyone because of the violence and sexuality. 
 

6. Family Business – (2 seasons of 6 episodes each) Jewish family who runs a 
kosher butcher shop decides to get into the legal marijuana business. Instead of a 
BOUCHERIE, the son proposes a ‘busherie’! 
  

7. Plan Coeur – The Hookup Plan (2 seasons of – each).  The title, Plan Coeur is a 
play on the phrase ‘plan cul’ or ‘play q’ (which I did NOT know) … slang for a 
hookup or a one-night stand. So far there are only 6 one-half hour episodes of this 
romantic comedy set in Paris about an awkward thirty-year-old and her dating 
challenges. 
 

8. M’entends-tu? (Canadian series set in Montréal) This comedy / drama currently 
has two seasons of ten 25-minute episodes. It concerns friends in a low income 
area of Montreal, and Netflix uses the terms ‘raunchy, gritty, and irreverent’ to 
describe it. It’s another original made for Netflix series. 
 

9. Le Bazar de la Charité / The Bonfire of Destiny – originally created for French 
television, based on true events which 
happened during La Belle Époque in Paris … 
involving a fire at a charity bazaar, in which 
many aristocratic women were killed or 
affected. One of the actresses in the series, 
Audrey Fleurot, you will recognize from 
Intouchables, Un Village français, and even 
Call My Agent! “After a devastating fire in 1897 
Paris, three women find their lives upended by betrayals, deceptions and romantic 
turmoil. Inspired by real events. Starring : Audrey Fleurot, Julie de Bona, Camille 
Lou.” Currently there are 8 episodes (45 minutes long)  

Martha Behlow (Geneva High School) 
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What is the Executive Council? 

What is the Executive Council? The governing body of the Chicago/Northern Illinois 
Chapter of AATF is the Executive Council. Members and officers on the Council are 
elected by Chapter members who are in good standing (i.e., members who have paid 
their current membership fee for the calendar year). The Council has anywhere from 
fifteen to twenty-five members, five of whom are officers. Council members, including 
the officers, serve a two-year term at the end of which they are eligible to be elected to 
a second two-year term. At the end of four years, Council members must step off the 
Council unless they run for office or are appointed to a specific position by the 
President. Officers who have served four years are eligible to run for a different office or 
to be a candidate for member of the Council. 

In creating a slate of candidates to run for office or for membership on the Council, the 
Election Committee takes nominations from the existing Council and from the general 
membership. To be a candidate, one must have been a member of the Chapter for at 
least one year. By the end of March of each year, a ballot containing the names and 
brief biographies of the candidates proposed by the Election Committee is sent to each 
Chapter member in good standing. A goal of the Election Committee is to ensure that 
the Council is broadly representative of the total teaching profession taking into 
consideration not only teaching levels, geographical distribution, and types of schools, 
but also diverse backgrounds and groups. 

The Council holds three meetings a year, and members are expected to attend a 
majority of them. There are many different committees, such as Program, Advocacy, 
Francofeuilles, and National French Week, and members actively serve on at least two 
committees. Council members assist the officers and the committee chairs in the 
performance of their duties, vote on proposals and financial matters, support Chapter 
programs and activities, promote membership and help to ensure the continuity of the 
Chapter. The Executive Council of the Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter of AATF is a 
congenial, enthusiastic, and hard-working group of both current and former French 
teachers who are passionate about furthering the study of the French language and 
francophone culture. 

Phyllis Perkins 

 
 



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2020-2021 
 

 
 
 

22 

President 
Tom Sapp (2-1) 
Loyola Academy 
Email: tsapp@loy.org 
 
1st Vice President - Programs 
Andrea Isabelli (1-2) 
Woodstock High School 
Email : aisabelli369@gmail.com 
 
2nd Vice President - Francofeuilles Editor 
Cathy Kendrigan (appointed) 
Loyola Academy 
Email : cathykendrigan@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Erin Gibbons (2-1) 
Barrington High School 
Email : erinkathryngibbons@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Nitya Viswanath (2-1) 
Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 
Email: nviswan@yahoo.com 
 
Immediate Past President 
Martha Behlow 
Geneva Community High School 
Email: mbehlow@geneva304.org 
 
Past Presidents (Ex-Officio)  
Jane Castle 
Email: castleaj@aol.com 
 
Rosalee Gentile 
Email: rosaleegentile@juno.com 
  
 
) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Presidents (Ex-Officio) (continued) 
Robin Jacobi  
Email : rjacobi2016@gmail.com 
 
John Miles 
Email: jmiles303@wi.rr.com 
 
Margot M. Steinhart 
Email: margot.steinhart@gmail.com. 
  
Eileen Walvoord 
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com 
 
Council Members 
Daniel Brant (1-2) 
Marist High School 
Email: brant.daniel@marist.net 
 
Pam Cabeen (2-2) 
Email:  thecabeens@aol.com 
 
Fanny Clonch (1-2) 
Curie High School 
Email:  fclonch@yahoo.fr 
 
Brenda Crosby (2-1) 
Benet Academy 
muguet62@comcast.net 
 
Gina Del Fiacco (2-1) 
Lake Park High School 
ddelfiacco@lphs.org 
 
Gissele Drpich (1-1) 
Larkin High School 
gisseled@comcast.net 
 
Sylvie Goutas (2-2) 
University of Chicago 
Email: sgoutas@uchicgago.edu 
 
Kelly Houlihan (1-1) 
Downers Grove North H.S. 
khoulihan@csd99.org 
 
 
 

Did you know...? 
Executive Council members are elected for one 
two-year term, after which they may be re-
elected for a second two-year term.  The 
numbers after the name of each Council 
member indicate the term and year of service, 
i.e..  (1-2) = Term 1, Year 2.     
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Council Members (continued) 
 
Kelly Karstrand (1-1) 
Alan B. Shephard H.S. 
KELLY.KARSTRAND@chsd218.org 
 
Maureen Madden (2-1) 
Deer Path Middle School 
mcmadden@aol.com 
 
Kenya Madison-Gabler (2-1) 
De La Salle Institute 
Madison.kenya@gmail.com 
 
Gloria Maliszewski (2-1) 
Deer Path Middle School 
Email:  gmaliszewski@lfschools.net 
 
Joe Marshall (1-2) 
Illinois Math and Science Academy 
Email:  jmarshall@imsa.edu 
 
Heather Meindl (appointed) 
St. Josephat 
Email :  hmeindl@stjosaphat.net 
 
Phyllis Perkins (2-2) 
Email : perkinspd1@comcast.net 

AATF National Headquarters 

AATF Executive Director 
Jayne Abrate 
Executive Director 
302 N. Granite Street 
Marion, IL 62959 
Ph: 815-310-0490;  
Fax: 815-310-5754 
Email: abrate@frenchteachers.org 
 
AATF President 
Anne Jensen 
San José State University 
San José California 
Email: annejensen@att.net 
 
AATF President-Elect 
Eileen Walvoord 
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com 
 
Regional Representative (Region VI) 
Tom Sapp 
Email: tsapp@loy.org 

 
Guillaume Lacroix 
Consul Général de France à Chicago 
205 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 3710 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Tel : 312-327- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AATF WEBSITE 
www.frenchteachers.org 

 

CHAPTER WEBSITE 
www.aatfchicagonorthernillinois.comm 

FACEBOOK: 
AATF Chicago/N.IL Member  

Discussion Group 
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FRANCOFEUILLES 
Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter 
American Association of Teachers of French 
Cathy Kendrigan        
1525 N. Beverly Lane 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Programs 
Andrea Isabelli, Chair 
Martha Behlow 
Fanny Clonch 
Brenda Crosby 
Gissele Drpich 
Sylvie Goutas 
Kelly Karstrand 
Joe Marshall 
Phyllis Perkins 
Nitya Viswanath 
 
National French Week 
Heather Meindl, Chair 
Pam Cabeen 
Gina Del Fiacco 
Kelly Houlihan 
Maureen Madden 
Kenya Madison-Gabler 
 
High School Immersion Day/ 
College Immersion Event 
Sylvie Goutas, Chair 
Daniel Brant 
Fanny Clonch 
Andrea Isabelli 
Cathy Kendrigan 
 
 

Concours Oral 
Erin Gibbons, Chair 
Gloria Maliszewski 
 
Francofeuilles 
Cathy Kendrigan, Chair 
Daniel Brant 
Pam Cabeen 
Gloria Maliszewski 
 
Grants and Awards 
Tom Sapp, Chair 
Martha Behlow 
Jane Castle 
Rosalee Gentile 
Robin Jacobi 
John Miles 
Margot Steinhart 
Eileen Walvoord 
 
National French Contest 
Maureen Madden, Chair 
Gissele Drpich 
Kenya Madison-Gabler 
Joe Marshall 
 
Website 
Tom Sapp 
Erin Gibbons 

Membership 
Nitya Viswanath, Chair 
Fanny Clonch 
Andrea Isabelli 
Kelly Karstrand 
Heather Meindl 
 
Elections 
Phyllis Perkins, Chair 
Brenda Crosby 
Rosalee Gentile 
Robin Jacobi 
Margot Steinhart 
Eileen Walvoord 
 
Advocacy 
Eileen Walvoord, Chair 
Martha Behlow 
Sylvie Goutas 
Robin Jacobi 
Margot Steinhart 
 
Social Media 
Erin Gibbons, Chair 
Gina Del Fiacco 
Kelly Houlihan 
 
ICTFL 
Tom Sapp, Chair 
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