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Un Message de votre Président
Bonjour, chers collègues de notre
chapitre de l’AATF,
Joyeuses fêtes et bonne année en cette
période qui marque la fin d’une saison
et le début d’une autre. En attendant
2019, cette édition de Francofeuilles est
une excellente revue des activités de
notre chapitre de cet automne passé. Il
vous suffit de feuilleter Francofeuilles
pour vous en rappeler un grand nombre.
Je voudrais féliciter encore une fois
deux membres de notre chapitre d’avoir
remporté deux prix importants: Erin
Gibbons de Barrington High School a
été nommée ICTFL Teacher of the Year
(elle représentera notre état et chapitre
à la conférence des Central States), et
Kellye Guzik de Saint Ignatius College
Prep à Chicago a été nommée AATF
Illinois French Teacher of the Year. Erin
et Kellye seront toutes deux reconnues
par notre chapitre lors de notre atelier
d’hiver (le samedi 2 février à Geneva
High School).

Le Président Tom Sapp lors du 91e Congrès
annuel de l’AATF en Martinique.

en français (High School Immersion
Day) le samedi 2 mars, et le Grand
Concours (National French Contest) en
mars. Plus d’informations seront
incluses dans mes prochains bulletins
envoyés par courrier électronique.
Pour le moment, profitez d’une pause
bien méritée entre les semestres et
revenez rechargés pour la nouvelle
année.

Nos programmes—pour les élèves et
pour nous-mêmes en tant que
professionnels—continuent cet hiver, y
compris l’atelier d’hiver le 2 février que
j’ai déjà mentionné, la Journée Intensive

Amicalement,
Tom Sapp
Président
AATF Chicago et l’Illinois du Nord

1

AATF Chicago / No. Illinois Chapter: Important Dates
2019
January 15

Deadline for nominations for Prix d’Excellence du Chapitre award

January 15

Deadline for Chapter Small Grants

January 25

Deadline for High School Immersion Day registrations

February 1

Deadline for nominations for the Dorothy S. Ludwig
Excellence in Teaching Award (national AATF)

February 2

AATF Chapter Réunion d’hiver (a.m.) (Location TBD)

February 2

AATF Chapter Executive Council Meeting (p.m.) (Location TBD)

Feb. 10-23

National French Contest for Grades 1-6 (FLES)

February 15

Deadline for AATF Exemplary French Program applications (national
AATF)

Feb.19-Mar.18 National French Contest for Grades 7-12 (Levels 01-5)
March 1

Deadline for the Rebecca and Jean-Paul Valette AATF
Legacy Award (national AATF)

March 1

Deadline for AATF National Small Grants

March 2

High School Immersion Day (Dominican University Main Campus)

March 14-16

Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages:
“Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges, Promoting Performance”
(Columbus, Ohio)

April 1

Deadline for Outstanding Chapter Officer nominations (national AATF)

April 6

AATF Chapter Executive Council Meeting (Location TBD)

April 27

AATF Chapter Concours oral (Champions d’expression)
(Elmhurst College)

May 4

AATF Chapter Réunion du printemps and Awards Luncheon
(Location TBD)
AATF Future Leaders Fellowship Program (Philadelphia)

July 12-13
July 14-17

AATF National Convention: “Le Français à Philadelphie:
Interculturalité dans la ville de l’amour fraternel”
(Philadelphia)
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CHAPTER NEWS
Réunion d’automne 2018:
La musique comme outil pédagogique
Our Fall Meeting was both delightful and informative. The sessions
explored ways to integrate music into the curriculum, including
contemporary music and the music of Josephine Baker.
Approximately 40 AATF Chicago / No.IL chapter members joined
us at Dominican University for the highly engaging program.
Speakers shared useful resources, tips, and strategies, and even
got the crowd involved in making music of our own. We learned
about the life of Josephine Baker, illustrated with a live
performance of some of her most memorable music. The morning
reminded everyone of the subtle and profound power of music,
giving us yet another way to reach students in our classroom.
Our first speaker, Michèle Barbier, was a personal friend of Josephine Baker.
She wove the heroic story of Baker’s life with a performance of the star’s music.
Baker’s humble beginnings in Mississippi would mark her forever, through
several marriages and a career that took her
from New Orleans to New York, and, of
course, to Paris. In Paris, without some of
the barriers posed by racism, Baker
transformed into an international star. She
was then welcomed back to New York to
perform in the all-white Ziegfeld Follies, the
first black woman to do so. Unfortunately,
the atmosphere in the US was ultimately not
as supportive and Baker returned to France.
As World War II proceeded, Baker became
active in the Résistance and was even
awarded the Légion d’Honneur. Her
experiences in the war emboldened her in
the fight against racism in the US, but the
country was not ready for this, and as a
result many of her performances were
cancelled. But Baker never gave up. In fact,
she continued the fight and demonstrated
her commitment to these ideals in her
personal life: she adopted 12 children from
around the globe, raising them with respect for their individual cultural and
religious backgrounds, to prove that the “Human Race” was the only true race
that mattered.
Michèle Barbier’s personal connection and talents as a chanteuse made
Josephine Baker’s story all the more intriguing, encouraging us to incorporate
Baker’s story and music into our curriculum.

3

CHAPTER NEWS
Réunion d’automne 2018 (continued)
Our second speaker, Clotilde Rullaud,
presented a wide variety of music to
enhance our classes. We explored the
poetry of Mc Solar’s “Victime de la mode,”
the slang in Stromae’s “Tous les memes,”
and the rich rhyme scheme in Abd Al
Malik’s “Gibraltar.” The many other tubes
de la chanson française she used to
illustrate her talk are simply too numerous
to mention! Lyrics can often hide gems of
verlan, references to contemporary youth
culture, or parallels with literature; Rullaud
helped us see examples of this in the
songs she played for us.
Of course, the thematic connections to the
AP French Language and Culture exam,
like Quête de soi, Famille et communauté,
and Vie contemporaine are numerous as
well. There was something for everyone,
and everyone walked away talking about
what they hoped to try in class.
Rullaud also got us up on our feet, helping us delineate sounds and enunciate
clearly with the types of vocal warm-ups a performer would use. She took us
through each step in correctly producing and singing various sounds in the
French language… and the result was truly amazing. Our music reverberated up
to the rafters. If only we could sing so well in front of our students!
Thank you, once again, to the Program Committee for providing another
enriching experience!
Trina Burek
(The School of Saints Faith,
Hope, and Charity)
tburek@faithhopeschool.org

President Tom Sapp and Phyllis
Perkins draw names for the winners of
the tombola.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Réunion d’hiver 2018: Picture Gallery

Trina Burek, Lisa Shamrock and
Sylvie Goutas visit before the
meeting.

Maureen Madden, Gloria
Maliszewski and Jeannie
Engelkemeir share reactions on
the program.

Attendees became active
participants in vocal warm-ups led
by presenter Clothilde Rullaud.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Congratulations to
Erin Gibbons and Kellye Guzik!
Chapter members Erin Gibbons and Kellye Guzik were recently named recipients
of prestigious awards for their contributions to the profession.
➢ Erin was named ICTFL (Paul T. Griffith) Teacher of the Year at the Fall
Conference of the Illinois Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.
She now becomes a regional candidate for the Central States Conference
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Teacher of the Year Award, and
has the opportunity to advance to become a finalist for ACTFL National
Language Teacher of the Year.

Martha Behlow, Chapter Past President and previous winner ICTFL
Teacher of the Year Award, congratulates Erin Gibbons on being named
the 2018 ICTFL (Paul T. Griffith) Teacher of the Year.

➢ Kellye was named the first recipient of
the Illinois AATF Teacher of the Year,
co-sponsored by both the Chicago /
Northern Illinois Chapter and the
Downstate Illinois Chapter. Since
Kellye was in France during the ICTFL
Conference, she will be honored at
our Chapter’s Winter Program on
February 2.
.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Congratulations to Erin Gibbons and Kellye Guzik!
Erin Gibbons
Erin Gibbons is currently a French teacher at Barrington High School, District 220. Prior
to joining the staff at Barrington, Erin taught at Richmond-Burton Community High
School, District 157. She is best known in our chapter for establishing the Concours
Oral, now in its eighth year. She presents regularly at AATF national and chapter
workshops, ICTFL, and Central States. In 2016, Erin represented our chapter as part of
the "Future Leaders" program sponsored by the national AATF.
In addition to workshops, Erin shares her teaching strategies in both Francofeuilles and
the AATF National Bulletin. She is also a co-writer on the new
textbook EntreCultures that Wayside Publishing is releasing in 2019.
Erin earned her bachelor's degree in French (with secondary education certification)
from Saint Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin. She received her master's degree in
Curriculum and Instruction, with an ESL endorsement, from Concordia University in
River Forest, Illinois. She has also studied in Lille, France.

Kellye Guzik
Kellye McKay Guzik is currently a French teacher at Saint Ignatius College Prep in
Chicago, where she also serves as the sponsor for the Société Honoraire de Français.
In 2019, she is leading a trip to France and Spain for her students. In addition, she is an
adjunct instructor at DePaul University, where she coaches and prepares pre-service
World Language teachers in educational methods.
Kellye’s work is well known in our chapter and around the state. She was the
instructional supervisor for World Languages at Glenbrook North High School for four
years, where she introduced the Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy and helped the school
earn the AATF award for Exemplary French Program with Honors in 2016. During her
tenure as a French teacher in the Chicago area, Kellye has taught at Zion-Benton
Township High School and Mount Carmel High School. Prior to moving to Chicago,
Kellye taught French at New Caney High School in Texas.
Kellye earned her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University, including study in
Caen, and master’s degrees from the University of Phoenix and DePaul University. She
also received an AATF summer scholarship for study at the Université de Montréal.

Did you see Clara Orban speak abour
her study abroad experience in
episode #3 of the French Consulate’s
video series #FrenchStories?
Full video
youtube.com/watch?v=QV8unk …
@IllinoisWines @FranceinChicago
https: //www.

- 057s&featur e=shar e
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CHAPTER NEWS
National French Week:
A Conversation with the Consul General
of France in Chicago
On November 7, the Consul General of France,
Guillaume Lacroix, was the keynote speaker at an
event organized by Professor Rebecca Léal of
Elmhurst College and co-sponsored by the Chicago /
Northern Illinois Chapter of the AATF to celebrate
National French Week. M. Lacroix spoke on the
concept of contemporary French identity and the face
of integration in Europe. His talk was followed by an
extended question and answer session in which he
discussed topics such as the ban on headscarves, the
presence of the right, the concept of laïcité, and
France’s position on the influx of immigrants.
Members of the audience included Elmhurst College
students, AATF members and Francophiles from the
greater Elmhurst community, many of whom also
attended the apéro which preceded the presentation
held at Elmhurst College.
Above: Keynote speaker Consul General Guillaume Lacroix
Right: Professor Rebecca Léal of Elmhurst College
Below: some of the AATF members in attendance, including
current president Tom Sapp and past presidents Eileen
Walvoord, Margot Steinhart and Martha Behlow.
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CHAPTER NEWS
College French Immersion Night
College students studying French at any level in the Chicago region were invited
to attend the French Immersion Night for College Students, held at Elmhurst
College on Friday, November 9. This annual event, held in conjunction with
National French week, was sponsored by the AATF, Elmhurst College, and the
College of DuPage as well as through a generous gift from the Alliance
Française of the North Shore’s Trivia Night. Over 20 college students and faculty
members were in attendance and
in small teams, battled together
through Une soirée quiz, a
competitive and highly
challenging, authentic material
trivia game in French. Attendees
showed off their skills, made new
friends, and enjoyed a
Francophone inspired buffet as
well as a wide range of French
language related prizes.
Rebecca E. Léal, PhD
Assistant Professor of French
& French Program Director
Elmhurst
College

.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Results of the National French Week Contests
Trivia Contest Winners
• Ahriel Pringle of De La Salle Institute,
• Matthew Li of Waubonsie Valley H.S.
• lba Istrefi of Alcott College Prep
High School Video Winners
• 1st Place - Geneva High School - Matt
Fehr, Sophia Lee Lauren Teubner,
Paul Curry, Kylie Towler, Reese
Gosain, and Michaela Herwig Teacher: Martha Behlow
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFA2pAFPTEY
•

2nd Place - Illinois Math and Science Academy - Diann Moon, Amy Guo, Raja
Choi and Astha Patel - Teacher: Joseph Marshall
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pYWYCTRFk0&feature=youtu.be

•

3rd Place - Loyola Academy - Franny Hill - Teacher: Thomas Sapp
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9scA0peh_Do&feature=youtu.be

High School Poster Winners
• 1st Place - Neuqua Valley H.S. - Sara Sienkiewicz - Teacher: Candice Nameth
• 2nd Place - Vernon Hills H.S. - Sabrina Graf - Teacher Kristina Hauptmann
• 3rd Place - Libertyville H.S. - Audrey Batesky - Teacher: Laura Guiard
Junior High School Poster Winners
All from Fischer Middle School - Teacher - Valentina Dimitrova
• 1st Place - Emily Schanz
• 2nd Place - Elizabeth Pacheco
• 3rd Place - Olivia Hughes
High School Meme
• 1st Place - Elk Grove H.S. - Christopher George – Teacher: Kristen Fletcher
• 2nd Place - Woodstock H.S. - Katrina Schubert - Teacher: Andrea Isabella
• 3rd Place – Wheeling H.S. - Katrina Haas - Teacher: Elyse Hoffman
Results of the National French Week Contests :
Winning Entries
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CHAPTER NEWS
Results of National French Week Contests:
Winning Entries

High School Poster – 1st Place
Sara Sienkiewicz (Neuqua Valley H.S.)

Junior High School Poster – 1st Place
Emily Schanz (Fischer Middle School)

High School Meme – 1st Place
Christopher George (Elk Grove H.S.)
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CHAPTER NEWS
Cercle de Lecture
Participez à un cercle de lecture! Lisons et discutons ensemble!
Would you enjoy reading a contemporary French novel with your
peers? Would you enjoy exploring a student level novel with fellow
educators before presenting it to your students? Now you can do
both! The AATF Chicago/No. Illinois Chapter will be offering an
opportunity for educators to read one adult selection for pleasure and
one youth selection where we will discuss and brainstorm ideas on
how to create lessons and activities that can be used in the
classroom with students the following school year.
This is a wonderful way to take time to enjoy reading French works for yourself or
jumpstart the integration of a student level novel into your curriculum by working with
fellow educators. You can choose to participate in just one, or both opportunities.
This year’s selections will be:
Il est grand temps de rallumer les étoiles par Virginie Grimaldi
(adult selection)
Si on ne peut revenir en arrière, on peut choisir un autre chemin. Anna,
Chloe, Lily. Trois femmes, trois générations, trois voix qui se répondent.
Une merveille d’humour, d’amour et d'humanité. Romancière a succès,
Virginie Grimaldi est l’auteure de trois best-sellers, Le Premier Jour du
reste de ma vie, Tu comprendras quand tu seras plus grande et Le Parfum
du bonheur est plus fort sous la pluie.
Petit Pays par Gaël Faye (student selection)
Avant, Gabriel faisait les quatre cents coups avec ses copains dans leur
coin de paradis. Et puis l'harmonie familiale s'est disloquée en même temps
que son "petit pays", le Burundi, ce bout d'Afrique centrale brutalement
malmenée par l'Histoire.

.

Order your book as soon as possible, as sometimes delivery from France
can take longer than expected (you can also order through Canada).
Discussions will take place both electronically and face-to-face to provide flexibility and
to yield a variety of responses on topics related to the reading. The Spring in person
meet up date will be Saturday, March 9, 2019 (location TBA). The Summer in person
meet up date will be Saturday, July 13, 2019 (location TBA). Mark your calendars!
Electronic chat forum information:
•
•
•

Padlet will be our discussion platform
Discussions will be open for comment a full week between February 9th-16th and April
13th-20th.
Please direct all inquiries about the electronic chat forums to Kenya Madison-Gabler.

If you are interested in participating in the Cercle de lecture, please email
Kenya Madison-Gabler ( madison.kenya@gmail.com) or
Marnie Goodfriend at marnsgoodfriend@gmail.com
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
French AP Class meets Author and Musician Gaël Faye
Like so many of us French teachers, I seek out reasons and excuses for
immersing myself in Francophone culture and language. This fall semester a
very unique opportunity appeared, and I was able to take my students with me.
I’m currently pursuing my MA in French at DePaul University. My fall course
syllabus included reading a book called Small Country by Gaël Faye. I knew this
author but only as a rap and hip-hop artist that I had introduced to my students
during a Musique Mercredi last year. We all fell in love with his song, Petit Pays,
about his homeland of Burundi. I did not know that he was an accomplished
author and had won the Prix Goncourt des Lycéens in 2017.
In talking to my professor about the book and
assignment, we found out that sponsored by the
Cultural Services of the French Embassy, Gaël
Faye would be touring Chicago for several book
talks and was stopping at DePaul for a small
gathering. My professor encouraged me to bring
my students to the event. That’s when it all
started. I was bound and determined to ask my
students to read the book and somehow get them
from our high school in Naperville to the event in
Lincoln Park, Chicago.
First, I needed to find French copies of the
novel. With almost 8 weeks before the event, I
couldn’t waste any time. I looked several places
and was able to piece together 26 copies between a
bookshop in Hyde Park, Chicago and a book seller in
Montreal, Quebec. I was fortunate to have a small
budget from funds raised by French Honor Society in
the last few years to purchase most of the books and I
was able to convince my department chair to provide
the final 12 copies. I found the French audio book,
read by the author, and decided it would make a great
ancillary.
Once I knew I could get enough copies of the book, I
pitched the idea to my AP class. We were currently
studying Self and Identity and I thought this book
would be a perfect capstone to our theme. Plus, they
could meet the author, himself! They were ecstatic.
We put the book talk date in our calendars and waited
for the copies to arrive. The book is only about 200
pages and wouldn’t take us too long to read.
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
AP French Class meets Author and Musician Gaël Faye (continued)
I did search the internet and I built a small toolkit of French language amateur
book reviews, one more serious book critique, bio of the author, and the music
video Petit pays.
These materials I made available to students via our Google Classroom. I also
found one fiche analyzing chapter 7 in the novel and TV5Monde had a good fiche
pédagogique of the music video Petit Pays. Since the novel is so new, there are
not a lot of pedagogical materials available. I decided we would make a vocab
list as we went along
I did search the internet and I built a small toolkit of French language amateur
book reviews, one more serious book critique, bio of the author, and the music
video Petit pays. These materials I made available to students via our Google
Classroom. I also found one fiche analyzing chapter 7 in the novel and
TV5Monde had a good fiche pédagogique of the music video Petit Pays. Since
the novel is so new, there are not a lot of pedagogical materials available. I
decided we would make a vocab list as we went along.
It took a little longer for the books to arrive than I had hoped, so we decided to
read along with the audio book. We read and listened to each chapter in French
and then paused to discuss the chapter so that I could check for understanding,
note important ideas, decipher vocab and develop our character notes. I did
assign a few chapters for at home reading, but not many. As we discussed the
events, the characters and the political climate, we took notes and kept a running
list of new vocab. Along the way I asked my students to participate in a couple of
checkpoints. I gave them a reading comprehension chart to help them note
important elements of the story and they responded to a question in Google
Classroom, which I graded.
We were able to read 90% of the book before the book talk. Since the book talk
was in the evening, I made attendance voluntary. I was able to reserve the
school activity bus and we drove 17 students into the free event. I did ask
students to bring their novels. If they wanted to purchase their nov els from the
department, they could get them signed by the author at the event. I also asked
them to prepare a couple of questions to ask during the discussion.
The event was amazing. The discussion was guided and Monsieur Faye was
very eager to speak about his book. His French was evenly paced and easy to
understand. My students thrived in the all French atmosphere. A couple of them
were called upon to ask their questions. At the end of the 90-minute event,
Monsieur Faye was open to signing books and taking potos with the fans. As
excited as my students were, they were able to converse with him easily.
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
AP French Class meets Author and Musician Gaël Faye (continued)
Two days after the book talk we had a whole class Table Ronde discussion. The
students prepared a “study guide” of sorts which they shared amongst
themselves and included details about characters and events in the story. I
prepared several questions to facilitate the discussion and then I sat and
watched them discuss the novel, taking note of their participation. Surprisingly
we did not get past my first question as they had so much to say about the
book! They talked for 40 minutes and were rushed to get out at the bell.
We did finish reading the novel in class and our final assessment was to write a
book review of the novel, tying in one of the several aspects of Self and Identity
we had covered prior to the novel. I gave them the assignment, a rubric, some
examples to look at and time to write the final assessment in class over a couple
of days.
This whole experience was epic for both me and my students. I highly
recommend this book to levels 4, 5 and AP. I’m looking forward to keeping it in
my unit for next year.
Kristina Beck (Neuqua Valley H.S)

_______________________________________________________________________

Articles for Francofeuilles!
If you have a successful lesson or idea for promotion or
advocacy, please share it with your colleagues. Submit
all articles to cathykendrigan@gmail.com
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
National French Week 2018 at Deer Path Middle School:
Letters to French-speaking Celebrities
There are so many choices of things to do for NFW! This year I decided to take an old
activity off the shelf and reinvent it for all my students, grades 6-8. A few years ago in
the fall I had students write to famous French-speaking people as part of International
Education Week, sponsored by the U.S. State Department, which promotes studying in
foreign countries. That coincided well with this year’s NFW theme of Mon Français, Mon
Avenir. We have now begun to receive replies and the students are thrilled each time
that happens!
To begin they had to each choose a famous person fluent in French. There are several
websites with lists. It was up to them to find a mailing address for that person, with
some using a fan mail address if there was no other available online. A few students
had personal contacts to whom they were allowed to write, like family or friends in
foreign countries. It was so insightful for me to see who they each chose, revealing a
part of themselves I might not have otherwise known. I taught them how to format a
business-style letter and we created the first paragraph in French together on the board
as my students are all Novice level. They all used that same first paragraph to introduce
themselves and their French class project. Paragraph two was in English with
personalized questions for their chosen person about using French in their careers.
They concluded by stating why they chose that person and included a sincere
compliment.
I worked with the expert in our mail office to come up with a plan for mailing the letters.
She gave me a lot of official school envelopes with the return address already on it. I
added my name above the school return address. She also put on standard postage for
the return envelopes which would turn into a self-addressed envelope to be folded in
thirds and inserted with the letter going to U.S. addresses. The foreign addresses
received a return envelope, but without the U.S. postage. On the return envelope we
hyphenated the student’s last name with my last name as the addressee above the
school address so the mail clerk would know to put it in my teacher mailbox if a letter
came back using our inserted envelope.
The most difficult part was explaining to
students how to address a business
envelope and what a self-addressed
return envelope is. Many did not know
where to put the address on an
envelope. Lesson learned again:
NEVER ASSUME STUDENT
KNOWLEDGE!
I let them know that from my past experience maybe half of them would receive a reply
of some sort, maybe personalized, but perhaps just a form letter. Five days later we

COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
NFW Deer Path M.S.: Letters to French-Speaking Celebrities (continued)
received our first response via a phone call from Christian Louboutin’s office in London.
It just so happened that the student was actually in French class when the phone call
came through. The employee on the phone wanted to let him know that Monsieur
Louboutin was now in the Paris office and his letter would be forwarded to him. WOW!
What a thrilling moment!
We have now
received official
replies from the
president of
France’s
Cabinet Chief as
well as the U.S.
Ambassador to
France who
included a
personalized,
encouraging
note. Signed
pictures of
Johnny Depp in
costume have
made a big hit,
but without a
letter. J.K.
Rowlings’ replies
have been from
letters with an
apology for not
being able to
read all the mail
she gets. The
mail clerk is so
excited with our
project that she
brings the letters
directly to my
room now!
Gloria
Maliszewski,
(Deer Path Middle School)

COIN CULTUREL
Noël, Noël – une petite histoire culturelle et de petits saints
On sait que Jésus est né à Bethléhem, en Judée, mais pour le reste, c’est douteux. La
naissance a eu lieu probablement en 2 ou 3 av. J.C. et au printemps, parce que (selon
St. Luc) des bergers passaient la nuit dans les champs auprès de leurs troupeaux,
nécessaire quand c’était la saison d’agnelage. Et, malgré la tradition erronée des
traducteurs, il n’y avait pas d’hostellerie à Bethléhem. Donc Joseph aurait été accueilli
par un membre de sa famille élargie mais, parce qu’il n’était qu’un parent éloigné et peu
important, il n’y avait pas de place pour lui et Marie dans « la salle des hôtes » (Bible
Segond 21), la kataluma, à l’étage supérieur. C’était ainsi que le couple a dû rester au
premier étage, espèce de cuisine et living dans une maison modeste du Moyen-Orient,
derrière et juste au-dessus du rez-de-chaussée où on faisait entrer les animaux
domestiques lors des nuits d’hiver et où il y avait une mangeoire (ou crèche) élevée
fixe, endroit convenable pour déposer un bébé nouveau-né.
En 336 ap. J.C., juste après que Constantin avait fait du christianisme la religion
officielle de l’empire romain, le pape Jules 1 er, voulant combattre les orgies habituelles
de la saison, a adopté le 25 décembre, jour de la fête païenne de la Naissance du Soleil
Invaincu lors du solstice hivernal, comme fête de la naissance de Jésus : Natalis dies,
devenu Noël en français. (Évidemment, à part les cérémonies religieuses, cette action a
eu peu de succès dans les siècles qui l’ont suivie.)
La Veille de Noël, 1223, St. François d’Assise a aménagé une crèche vivante dans une
caverne pour montrer aux gens la pauvreté du Christ et les inciter à l’imiter plutôt que
de se concentrer sur le plaisir et les richesses. Il y avait même un bœuf et un âne -idée qui avait comme origine un verset d’Ésaïe : « Le bœuf connaît son propriétaire et
l'âne la mangeoire de son maître » (1 :3). Et cela a donné naissance à une tradition,
célébrée dans les vitraux d’églises et répétée avec enthousiasme surtout en Provence
(après tout, la mère de St. François était de Tarascon !), et les gens venaient nombreux
à l’église en amenant leurs bêtes pour célébrer la Nativité.
Des siècles sont passés. Puis, la Révolution a fait fermer les églises – comment donc
célébrer chez soi la Nativité ? En 1797, Jean-Louis Lagnel de Marseille y a eu une
réponse : il a modelé en argile de petites figurines des personnages de la crèche, les a
faites sécher, les a peintes et les a exposées chez lui. Le concept de santoun (petits
saints) en provençal ou santons en français est vite devenu populaire, et en 1803 on a
organisé la première Foire aux santons à Marseille – et on le fait encore de nos jours, et
partout ailleurs en France de plus.
La Provence est encore le centre de production des santons, surtout la ville d’Aubagne,
d’où viennent mes santons, bien que je les aie achetés un par un, à chaque visite en
Provence, aux mêmes artisans, les Peyron, qui tenaient un magasin dans le village
pittoresque des Baux-de-Provence. Une crèche typique contient d’abord la Sainte
Famille, évidemment, et le bœuf et l’âne de tradition, les bergers, et les mages . . .
personnages bibliques qui sont devenus trois rois d’après l’interprétation à différentes
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Noël, Noël – une petite histoire culturelle et de petits saints (continued)
époques de divers versets de l’Ancien Testament (tels
que « Les rois t’apporteront des présents » de Psaume
68 :29) et le nombre de cadeaux mentionnés. Et pour les
autres ? Ce sont les habitants de Bethléhem qui vaquent
à leurs occupations habituelles et qui ressemblent aux
personnages d’un village du début du 19e siècle :
boulanger, chasseur, fermier, maçon, meunier, pêcheur,
etc., ainsi que fileuse, lavandière, poissonnière, etc. (il y
a même une Arlésienne). Certains en ont des noms
traditionnels, comme les bourgeois, Monsieur Jourdain et son épouse Margot (La
Margarido en provençal), et Le Pistachié, valet de ferme un peu niais, avec sa morue
salée, ses saucissons, et sa bouteille de vin pour donner au Petit Jésus. Les Peyron
m’ont aussi fait don d’un sapeur-pompier (fin 19e siècle), modèle commandé par le chef
des pompiers de Marseille ! (Je n’ai pas de Johnny Halliday, cependant – et il existe !)
Au début, les santons étaient de simples figurines en argile peintes – et j’en ai
quelques-uns – mais bientôt ils ont grandi (!), et les santons que j’ai surtout
collectionnés sont de 25 centimètres de haut et sont habillés de vêtements
soigneusement détaillés (jusqu’aux sous-vêtements).
Cette année, j’ai décidé de les
sortir tous de leur cabinet et
de les exposer dans une
crèche pour pouvoir inviter
nos amis et nos voisins à les
voir. Pour cela, ayant
déménagé une fois de trop,
j’ai dû bâtir une nouvelle
grange (plus ou moins)
provençale telle que je l’avais
vue quelque part, avec murs
de pierre (faits en plâtre) et
toits de tuiles (en terre cuite
laquée). Pour le reste, c’est
de la fantaisie. Mais pour
nous, Noël est devenu la
saison de fantaisie, n’est-ce
pas ?
John Miles, Ancien
président du Chapitre,
Ancien président de l’ICTFL
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Photo Gallery
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Eleventh Annual

Immersion Day for High School French Student
`

`

```

Journée Intensive en Français
Fêtons le monde francophone!
Sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of French, the Alliance Française du North
Shore, the Quebec Office in Chicago, and the French Consulate Cultural Services

Saturday, March 2, 2019
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Dominican University, River Forest, Illinois

This unique program is open to French levels III, IV, and V students, as well as highly
motivated French level II students, who are seeking an opportunity to increase their
competence in French.
The cost of the program is $30 for each participant if online registration and
payment are submitted by Wednesday, January 25 or $35 if one’s French teacher is
not a member of AATF. It includes un petit déjeuner à la française, cultural sessions,
games, guest speakers, linguistic activities, lunch, afternoon refreshments, a
performance and a Chasse aux trésors!
Participants will be asked to take a simple pledge to stay in the language all day long
and will have the opportunity to win prizes too. So, pack up your pencil or pen, wear
your favorite French t-shirt or outfit, bring a small dictionary and get set to take a voyage
of discovery tout en français.
Questions?
Please, go to: www.aatfjourneeintensive.edublogs.org
Registration will open on October 22 on the AATF Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter
website: http://www.aatf-chicnorthil.org/.
N.B. Teachers: Registrations and payments are due by January 25 but the immersion often fills
up by early December. So, tell your students to submit their registration form and pay online as
soon as possible to reserve a place! Only 100 student participants and 10 teacher participants
will be accepted. Registrations are on a first come, first served basis. A participant’s teacher is
not required to attend.

Contact: Sylvie Goutas, director, at sylviegoutas@gmail.com
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2018-2019
President
Tom Sapp (1-1)
Loyola Academy
Email: tsapp@loy.org

Ex-Officio (continued)
Robin Jacobi
Email : rjacobi2016@gmail.com

2nd Vice President - Francofeuilles Editor
Cathy Kendrigan (appointed)
Loyola Academy
Email : cathykendrigan@gmail.com

Email: jmiles303@wi.rr.com

Secretary
Erin Gibbons (1-1)
Barrington High School
Email : erinkathryngibbons@gmail.com

Eileen Walvoord
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com

John Miles

Margot M. Steinhart
Email: m.steinhart@sbcglobal.net

Council Members
Trina Burek (2-1)
School of Saints Faith, Hope, and Charity
Email: trina.marie.burek@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nitya Viswanath (1-1)
Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
Email: nviswan@yahoo.com

Pam Cabeen (1-2)
Email: thecabeens@aol.com

Immediate Past President
Martha Behlow
Geneva Community High School
Email: mbehlow@geneva304.org

Brenda Crosby (1-1)
Benet Academy
muguet303@comcast.net

Ex-Officio
Jane Castle
Email: castleaj@aol.com

Gina Del Fiacco (1-1)
Lake Park High School
ddelfiacco@lphs.org

Rosalee Gentile
Email: rosaleegentile@juno.com

Jeanne Engelkemeir (2-1)
Miguel Juarez Middle School
Email: jeanneme@comcast.net

*Did you know...?

Yvonne Fawell (2-1)
Email: yfawell@gmail.com

Executive Council members are
elected for one two-year term, after
which they may be re-elected for a
second two-year term. The
numbers after the name of each
Council member indicate the term
and year of service, i.e.. (1-2) =
Term 1, Year 2.

Sylvie Goutas (1-2)
University of Chicago
Email: sgoutas@uchicgago.edu
Andrea Isabelli (1-2)
Woodstock High School
Email : andreaisabelli@sbcglobal.net

Council Members (continued)
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2018-2019
AATF National Headquarters

Rebecca Léal (appointed)
Elmhurst College
Email : rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu

AATF Executive Director
Jayne Abrate
Executive Director
302 N. Granite Street
Marion, IL 62959
Ph: 815-310-0490;
Fax: 815-310-5754
Email: abrate@frenchteachers.org

Margarita Levasseur (2-1)
Proviso Math and Science Academy
Email : margaritalevasseur@gmail.com
Maureen Madden (1-1)
Chicago High School for the Arts
mcmadden@aol.com

AATF President
Catherine Daniélou
University of Alabama at Birmingham
E-mail: danielou@uab.edu

Kenya Madison-Gabler (1-1)
De La Salle Institute
Madison.kenya@gmail.com

Regional Representative (Region VI)
Sheila Conrad
Email: sconrad@bettendorf.k12.ia.us

Gloria Maliszewski (1-1)
Deer Path Middle School
Email: gmaliszewski@lfschools.net

Marine Reuflet
Attachée Culturelle Adjointe
Chargée de Mission Pédagogique
French Cultural Services
205 N. Michigan Ave.
Suite 3710
Chicago, IL 60601
Tel : 312-327-5232

Heather Meindl (2-1)
The French Institute of the North Shore
Email : hmeindl@frenchinstitutens.com
Phyllis Perkins (1-2)
Email : perkinspd1@comcast.net
Lisa Shamrock (1-2)
Naperville North High School
Email: lshamrock@naperville203.org
Amanda Vogg (2-1)
Glenbrook North High School
Email : avogg@glenbrook225.org

CHAPTER WEBSITE

www.aatfchicagonorthernill
inois.org

AATF WEBSITE

#aatfchinil

www.frenchteachers.org
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Program
Martha Behlow
Brenda Crosby
Yvonne Fawell
Rebecca Léal
Margarita Levasseur
Phyllis Perkins
Nitya Viswanath
National French Week
Heather Meindl, Chair
Pam Cabeen
Gina Del Fiacco
Jeanne Engelkemeir
Maureen Madden
Kenya Madison-Gabler
Le Grand Concours
Maureen Madden, Chair
Jeanne Engelkmeier
Kenya Madison-Gabler
Lisa Shamrock
Amanda Vogg
Prof. Development Hrs.
Yvonne Fawell
ICTFL
Tom Sapp

Grants and Awards
Tom Sapp, Chair
Martha Behlow
Jane Castle
Rosalee Gentile
Robin Jacobi
John Miles
Margot Steinhart
Eileen Walvoord
Elections
Phyllis Perkins, Chair
Brenda Crosby
Rosalee Gentile
Robin Jacobi
Eileen Walvoord
H.S. Immersion Day
Sylvie Goutas, Directrice
Andi Isabelli
Lisa Shamrock
Cathy Kendrigan
Concours Oral
Erin Gibbons, Chair
Trina Burek
Gloria Maliszewski
Amanda Vogg

FRANCOFEUILLES
Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter
American Association of Teachers of French
Cathy Kendrigan
1525 N. Beverly Lane
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
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Social Media
Erin Gibbons, Chair
Gina Del Fiacco
Rebecca Léal
Margarita Levasseur
Advocacy
Eileen Walvoord, Chair
Martha Behlow
Yvonne Fawell
Rebecca Léal
Margot Steinhart
Membership
Nitya Viswanath, Chair
Andrea Isabelli
Heather Meindl
College Immersion
Rebecca Léal, Chair
Sylvie Goutas
Francofeuilles
Cathy Kendrigan, Chair
Trina Burek
Pam Cabeen
Gloria Maliszewski

