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Un Message de votre Présidente
Meilleurs voeux pour le nouvel an, chers
membres de notre chapitre!
Best wishes to you for a wonderful and
fulfilling 2017. This is the time of year when
many of us make resolutions, sometimes
health related, personal, family ... and since
most of us start our school year with our
own goals, this is a school activity which
tends to be concentrated in August or
September for many of us.
But I would like to challenge all of us to
create some personal professional goals for
ourselves. Participate in some of the wealth
of professional offerings that our AATF
chapter offers. Have you ever presented at
one of our programs? If you have a topic
that is near and dear to your heart, please
let us know, we would love to invite you to
share with our chapter. Have you ever
attended an AATF National Convention?
This year it's in an incredibly appealing city - the location, St. Louis, is a car ride away,
and St. Louis could be a great family
vacation as well. Meeting French teachers
from across the country is both inspiring and
affirming; as you attend sessions, it will give
you an added reminder of all the marvelous
things you are already doing with your
students.

continues to be an important global
language, and we all play a critical role in
promoting the value of French.
The upcoming months are filled with AATF
offerings: le Grand Concours, AATF's
National French Contest, our chapter's
concours oral, 'Champions d'Expression',
February's chapter program, our Atelier
d'Hiver, our high school student immersion
day in March, our spring awards at May's
program and luncheon ... these are just a
few of your opportunities. Take advantage
of what AATF has to offer you and your
students, encourage your colleagues to get
involved, and I'll look forward to continuing
to meet more and more of you at our
chapter events.

Another challenge I would like to remind you
of is to remind your high school seniors of
the (added) value of continuing their French
studies at the college level, whether they
pursue a French education major, or a
double major and combine French with
business, engineering, science ... French

Amicalement,
Martha Behlow,
Chapter President
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CALENDAR 2016-2017
Important deadlines and dates
AATF Chicago / Northern IL Chapter
2017
January 1

Deadline for nominations for Prix d’Excellence du Chapitre award

February 1

Deadline for Dorothy Ludwig Excellence in Teaching Award nominations

February 2 – 25

National French Contest Grades 1-6 FLES

February 4, 2017

AATF Chapter Atelier d’hiver, Glenbrook North High School
AATF Chapter Executive Council Meeting, Glenbrook North

Feb 25– March 24

National French Contest Grades 7 – 12

March 1

AATF Small grants deadline

March 4

Journée d’Immersion (high school students), Dominican University

March 9-11

Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
Palmer House, Chicago: Performance + Proficiency = Possibilities

March 31

Champions d’Expression - Concours Oral Registration closes

April 1

Deadline for Outstanding Chapter Officer nominations to AATF National

April 8

AATF Chapter Executive Council Meeting, location tba

April 22-23

Francophone Theater Festival

April 29

AATF Chapter Concours Oral, Elmhurst College

May 6
Luncheon

AATF Chapter Réunion du Printemps & Awards

July 14-15

AATF Future Leaders Fellowship Program,
St. Louis

July 16-19

AATF National Convention, St. Louis Hyatt Regency: Le Français dans une
perspective globale: The Finest Confluence in the World
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CHAPTER NEWS
AATF Réunion d’Automne
On Saturday, October 1, more than forty
Chicago area French teachers gathered at
Elmhurst College for the 2016 AATF
Réunion d’Automne. Organized by Dr.
Rebecca Léal and the program committee,
the day’s sessions explored the wealth of
French cinéma and how best to share it with
students in a program entitled “Une matinée
au cinéma: Enseigner le septième art.”
As the morning began, teachers had the
opportunity to reconnect with colleagues
and make new connections over café et
croissants. Numerous resources, related to
both teaching French cinéma and more
general French cultural topics, were
available to examine and take home.
In the Message de la Présidente, Martha
Behlow, included a recap of the summer’s
AATF Annual Convention, “En avant vers
les nouvelles frontiers du français!,” which
took place in Austin, Texas.
H. Randolph Williams, former President of
the Chicago Alliance Française and
Chevalier in the Order of Arts and Letters and National Order
of Merit, invited participants to “meet the French through their
movies” in an engaging scéance plénière. With a new
perspective on some classic
French films, teachers left the
session eager to revisit and review the best of French
cinema.

!
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CHAPTER NEWS
AATF Réunion d’Automne (continued)
Small groups met after a pause
café to share tips and practical
advice about integrating French
movies in the classroom. Dr.
Janette Bayles, a faculty member
in French and Film Studies at
Dominican University and
Elmhurst College led discussions.
The afternoon concluded with a
perennial favorite activity: the
tombola! Prizes this time
included DVDs of some of the
most popular recent French films,
including Le journal d’Aurélie
Laflamme, Belle Sébastien, and
Ernest et Célestine. As if that
weren’t enough, each participant
left with a “treat bag” that included
French stickers, buttons, and
pencils to distribute to students.
Trina Burek
(tburek@faithhopeschool.org)

Be sure to join us for our “Atelier d’hiver”
February 4, 2017 at Glenbrook North H.S.
!
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CHAPTER NEWS
AATF Réunion d’Automne: Photo Gallery

President!Martha!Behlow!and!
Program!Chair!Rebecca!Léal!

Eileen!Walvoord,!Carolyn!Dunoon!and!Rosalee!Gentile!
discuss!film!resources!offered!to!workshop!participants.!

Left:!!Dr.!Janette!Bayles!presents!a!session!on!
“Enseigner!le!cinéma:!pratique!et!astuces”.!!
Above:!!Brenda!Crosby!facilitates!a!sharing!
session!on!resources!for!teaching!film.!

!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
.Les Châteaux de la Loire a vitesse!!

!

With only two days to complete our unit on “Les Contes de Fees”, a
concerted effort to cover the Castles of the Loire Valley to inspire
great writing and enhance the “lieu” portion of my French III’s fairy
tales was a success! Here is how we got it done. The “Loire River”
was drawn in blue across a board in the classroom and the names of
15 castles were written on strips of white paper cut from an 8 ½ x 11
paper in sharpie. Each student was asked to choose a castle and
take the class period to explore the website and create a 1-minute
commercial about their magnificent and intriguing castle as if they
were selling it to someone travelling to the Loire Valley.
The following day, each castle (the strips of paper) were taped to the
Loire River in its approximate location on our board and “les agences
de voyages” began their presentations as ½ the class visited and the
other ½ presented to small groups. They then switched so almost
every student got to present and almost every castle was visited.
Following the castle “share” the students filled out a quick survey to
determine which castles the students would like most to visit on their
next trip to the Loire Valley. Sondage des Châteaux
!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
.Les Châteaux de la Loire a vitesse! (continued)!

A great follow-up activity might be to create an itinerary on the castles
a student would like to visit using vocabulary of order: D’abord
j’aimerais commencer avec le Château de Chambord…...et puis, je
voudrais visiter le Château de Chenonceau…..ensuite….

!
List!of!castles!visited!in!passé!compose!(practice)!
!
Suzie Giacotto (Guerin Prep)

Register by Jan. 13 for paper and pencil tests.
Register by Feb. 19 for on-line tests.
For$complete$information,$see$the$AATF$website.$

!
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
A Family Project for French 1
French 1 - Family Project
Choose from: A family album (little book), a family tree (poster…1/2 size of a
poster board), a collage (form of a tree, flower, your body, etc.)
«Mon Album de Famille», «Mon Arbre généalogique», «Voici Ma famille»
Due ______________________
Graded on grammar, creativity, neatness
Should be typed or very neatly written and have color / decoration
7 pages / 7 pictures
5 of them are single people
1 of them should have 2 or more people….(ils / elles)
1 of them should have you + other(s)….(nous)
Each picture should tell:
1) The name and relationship of the person to you (Voici ma mère. Elle s’appelle Monique)
2) The person’s age (write out numbers)
3) The person’s birthday (Son anniversaire
est________)
4) The person’s nationality
5) Describe the person….physically and their
personality using 3 adjectives….also use
negatives of what they aren’t.
6) Two things the person likes to do (for two or
more negatives in a row….use ne…ni…ni…)
7) One thing the person dislikes to do
8) Include7 total “advanced” vocabulary
words/phrases underlined (see colored
sheet/dialogue) (one per picture)
Note: For the photo of 2 people, to say they both like: Ils aiment tous les deux / Elles
aiment toutes les deux….. faire du jogging. (Tous (m.) /Toutes (f.) les deux) = the both
of them
Example:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Voici ma prof. Elle s’appelle Madame Callan
Elle a quarante-huit ans.
Son anniversaire est le cinq avril.
Elle est américaine d’origine irlandaise.
Elle est belle, rousse, et de taille moyenne. Elle est intelligente,
agréable, et gentille. Elle n’est ni méchante ni paresseuse.
6) Elle aime chanter et écouter de la musique.
7) Elle n’aime pas faire le ménage.
8) Elle vit pour le weekend.

A Family Project for French 1 (continued
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
A Family Project for French 1 (continued)
Français I
Nom__________________________________
Album/Projet de famille_______________________
100 points
________ créativité/presentation/neatness
10
________ additional advanced vocabulary/phrases
15
(underlined)
________ grammaire (7 profiles w/info listed below )
75
Name, relationship to you, age, birthday, nationality, adjectives,
likes/dislikes, advanced vocabulary
_______Points off if used translator more than once/twice for a
single word…no phrases. All vocabulary/phrases must be what we
have covered.
Comments:

Joan Callan (Jones College Prep)
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
The Quebec Experience
Thanks to the awarding of a small grant by Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter with the
coordination of AATF National, I was able to promote French language and culture at
the community college level.
I am an adjunct instructor at Moraine Valley Community College, the second largest
community college in the state located in the town of Palos Hills, southwest of Chicago
which serves 26 communities and offers degree and certificate programs in 16 different
fields.
Having previously enrolled in the program of Travel
and Tourism, I became familiar and forged an
alliance with the Department’s chairperson. She,
as well, enrolled in my language class, and it was
through this association that we created an idea for
the promotion of each of our respective subject
areas. We decided upon a trip to Francophone
Canada…specifically, the city of Québec.
After having obtained the approval of the college, we became focused upon the task of
promotion. With the guidance and expertise of the Marketing Department, double-sided
index cards were created and printed which advertised this educational opportunity.
These were given to students in our programs and mailed to previous enrollees. As
well, larger size posters were designed and placed throughout various campus
buildings. Finally, three banners were hung at strategic locations, such as the
bookstore, for further visibility. Closed-circuit television monitors likewise displayed a
photographic reproduction of the banners. In addition, we attended an outdoor movie
night on the campus where we distributed our promotional pieces for those in
attendance, with many of those being members of the community and retired staff
members. Our campaign focused upon the idea of a taste of Europe…without the jet
lag!
The trip needed to be a course offering which came under the umbrella of Special
Topics: The Québec Experience. One needed to register for the class and complete its
requirements along with adhering to a fee payment schedule designed by our tour
company. Requirements included attending three pre-orientation meetings and a posttrip session along with an individual project. This course was designed to give students
a global awareness of life and culture in the world’s second largest country, and
specifically its French-speaking province.
Students learned with their feet on the ground regarding Québec and its heritage,
cuisine, geography, contemporary and cultural elements that combined to define
Canada’s bilingual national identity. The French-speaking students were immersed in
the application of their language skills while those in tourism had the opportunity to
experience an international destination with all five of their senses, as well. The book
10

COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
The Quebec Experience (continued)
required for the course was entitled Culture Shock: Canada, for which appropriate
discussions and activities correlated regarding its content as part of the pre-trip class
meetings. Individuals had the option of earning one hour of college credit or of choosing
an option to audit.
Our ‘home away from home’ for our four-day trip was
the magnificent Château Frontenac. Being a UNESCO
site, the evening of our arrival we were given a tour of
the front-and-back of the house by a hotel employee
where we saw such treasures as a roof-top garden used
by the hotel chefs, in addition to seeing some of the
many back-of-the-house kitchens. Having such a
centralized location of being within le Vieux Québec, we
were surrounded by the French language and
Québecois culture which served our immersion
purposes well. Our bilingual guide made sure we
grasped the nuances of Canadian versus Parisian
French, and we had a plethora of opportunities to
practice and sharpen our language skills and to
experience daily life along with the rituals associated
with it.
Our very first opportunity presented itself the moment
after stepping off the plane with having arrived at Les
Galéries de la Capitale. Whether ordering lunch or
making purchases at La Baie Simons, or Univers
Toutou, French was the language of communication to
have our needs met. We spoke French when eating
breakfast at Au Petit Coin Breton and marveled at the
coiffes worn by les serveuses; we spoke French while
having lunch amongst senators at Le Parlementaire; we spoke French at Le Café de
Paris while singing French songs with an accordionist.
We listened to French as we toured St.
Anne de Beaupré; we listened attentively
as we were given instructions as to the
artistic process of repoussé affiliated with
Albert Gilles coppersmith’s museum; we
listened intently while being led one dark
and chilly night throughout the cobblestone
streets and alleyways of le Vieux Québec
in search of fantômes and meurtriers
associated with aspects of an
unwholesome and chilling past of this city.
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COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE
The Quebec Experience (continued)
We became immersed in Quebecois culture by attending
an evening at a cabane à sucre which allowed us the
chance to savor a typical local sap house meal. We were
instructed and became part of the entertainment in
playing the spoons while others used this as an
accompaniment to traditional dances. Following this, we
took a ride through the forest amongst all of the maple
trees which led us to enjoy making tir d’érable from
freshly-tapped maple syrup.
We marveled at the shrine of St. Anne de Beaupré as well as the outstanding chutes de
Montmorency. Our final evening in la ville de Québec found us providing the
entertainment at a Parisian café while a musician added a rousing addition to our desire
in providing a bit of frivolity to the restauranteurs.
Shortly after our return, we all assembled to complete evaluations and showcase our
presentations for others. It was a time to recall, to reminisce, and to remember what an
exceptional immersive experience we had undergone, leading us to having upheld and
supported the motto of this community college: ‘Changing Lives for a Changing World.
Due to this, we are clamoring for further adventures à la française!
Alan Wax (Moraine Valley Community College)
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2016-2017
President
Martha Behlow (2-1)
Geneva Community High School
Email: mbehlow@geneva304.org

Immediate Past President
Robin Jacobi
Email : rjacobi2016@gmail.com!

!

Ex-Officio
Jane Castle
Email: castleaj@aol.com

1st Vice President - Programs
Rebecca Léal (1-1)
Elmhurst College
Email : rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu

Rosalee Gentile
Dominican University
Email: rosaleegentile@juno.com

2nd Vice President - Francofeuilles Editor
Cathy Kendrigan (appointed)
Loyola Academy
Email : cathykendrigan@gmail.com

Anne Hebert
Email: glenn.hebert@sbcglobal.net

3rd Vice President - French Contest
Administrator
Ted Haldeman
Tel: 708-873-1194
National French Contest
Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter AATF
Box 2732
Orland Park, IL 60462
Email: thaldeman1@hotmail.com

Margot M. Steinhart
Email: m.steinhart@sbcglobal.net
Eileen Walvoord
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com
Council Members
Trina Burek (1-1)
School of Saints Faith, Hope, and Charity
Email: trina.marie.burek@gmail.com

Secretary
Maureen Madden (2-1)
Milwaukee French Immersion School
Email: mcmadden@aol.com

Brenda Crosby (2-1)
New Trier High School
Email: muguet62@comcast.net

Treasurer
Tom Sapp (2-1)
Loyola Academy
Email: tsapp@loy.org

Jeanne Englekmeier (1-1)
Deer Path Middle School
Email: jeanneme@comcast.net
Yvonne Fawell (1-1)
(retired)
Email: yfawell@gmail.com

*Did you know...?

Suzanne Giacotto (2-1)
Guerin College Preparatory High School
Email: sgiacotto@guerinprep.org

Executive Council members are
elected for one two-year term,
after which they may be re-elected
for a second two-year term. The
numbers after the name of each
Council member indicate the term
and year of service, i.e.. (1-2) =
Term 1, Year 2.

!

Erin Gibbons (2-1)
Barrington High School
Email : eeeeeeeg@gmail.com
Beth Landers (1-1)
Dominican University
Email: elanders@dom.edu
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2016-2017
Council Members (continued)
Margarita Levasseur (1-1)
Proviso Math and Science Academy
Email : margaritalevasseur@gmail.com

AATF National Headquarters
AATF Executive Director
Jayne Abrate
Executive Director
302 N. Granite Street
Marion, IL 62959
Ph: 815-310-0490;
Fax: 815-310-5754
Email: abrate@frenchteachers.org

Heather Meindl (1-1)
The French Institute of the North Schore
heather.meindle@gmail.com
Fiona Spence (2-1)
Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
Email: fspence@imsa.edu

AATF President
Catherine Daniélou
University of Alabama at Birmingham
E-mail: danielou@uab.edu

Nitya Viswanath (2-1)
Amos Alonzo Stagg High School
Email: nviswan@yahoo.com

Regional Representative (Region VI)
Eileen Walvoord
Email: eileenwalvoord@gmail.com

Amanda Vogg (1-1)
Glenbrook North High School
Email : avogg@glenbrook225.org

Denis Quenelle
Attaché Culturel Adjoint
Chargé de Mission Pédagogique
French Cultural Services
205 N. Michigan Ave.
Suite 3710
Chicago, IL 60601
Tel : 312-327-5232
Email :
denis.quenelle@diplomatie.gouvDélégation du

.

CHAPTER WEBSITE
www.aatf-chicnorthil.org

AATF WEBSITE
www.frenchteachers.org

Délégation du Québec
Eric Marquis
Délégué du Québec au Midwest
444 N. Michigan Ave.

Tel : 312-645-0392
eric.marquis@mri.gouv.qc.ca!

Articles for Francofeuilles!
If you have a successful lesson or idea for
promotion or advocacy, please share it with
your colleagues. Submit all articles to
cathykendrigan@gmail.com.
!
!
!
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PROMOTING FRENCH AT EVERY LEVEL

Spotlight on HigherEd
Institution Name:

(Insert!images!here)!

Department of French and Italian
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC)
Institution Type: Research University
Location:

Urbana-Champaign, Illinois

Faculty:

12 faculty, covering all areas of French and Francophone literature, culture, film
as well as socio- and applied linguistics.
For more information go here: http://www.frit.illinois.edu/people/faculty/

Degrees:

B.A. in French (Concentration in French Studies or French Commercial Studies)
B.A. in the Teaching of French

!

For further information go here:
http://catalog.illinois.edu/undergraduate/las/academic-units/frenchitalian/#majorstext
Courses:

For a full list of courses go here:
http://catalog.illinois.edu/courses-of-instruction/fr/

Other:

The Department of French and Italian offers every year a residential studyabroad program in Paris for one or two semesters, with the possibility for
advanced undergraduate students to take courses at Paris VII-Diderot and
Sciences Po.
The Department also offers a short-term summer program in Arles (4 weeks).
For more information go here:
http://www.frit.illinois.edu/abroad/french/undergraduate/
Contact:
| (217) 333-2020 |!http://www.frit.illinois.edu | french-italian@illinois.edu

In this new Francofeuilles series, we will be focusing on higher education opportunities in
Northern Illinois. Feel free to share this information with students (handouts, class website,
bulletin board) or consider signing up for enrichment courses yourself! If you wish for your
institution to be included in this feature, contact rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu

!
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AATF

Annual Convention

July 16-19
St. Louis, Mo.
“Le Français dans une perspective globale:
The Finest Confluence in the World”

FRANCOFEUILLES

Chicago / Northern Illinois Chapter
American Association of Teachers of French
Cathy Kendrigan
1525 N. Beverly Lane
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
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