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American Association of Teachers of French 

Francofeuilles 
Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter                                      Hiver  2016 

 
Un Message de votre Présidente

 
Bonjour, chers membres de notre chapitre 
de l’AATF~  
 
I have several challenges for you as we 
head into spring, and I hope you’ll accept 
some or ALL of them.  We need you, your 
ideas, creativity, and connection with your 
students and colleagues to make these 
challenges a reality. 
 
As you all know, there have been a lot of 
changes in our ranks, new colleagues and 
opportunities for movement among districts.  
YOU are our most effective public relations 
representatives in our continuing efforts to 
reach out and encourage French teachers 
to become members of AATF.  I hope that 
you can agree with me that AATF has so 
much to offer, for both teachers and 
students, and our numbers give us added 
strength. 
   
But there is only so much that we can do as 
an organization.  When you reach out to 
your colleagues and friends who are either 
not members of AATF, or who do not attend 
our programs, it gives a personal touch that 
is much more powerful because of your 
personal connection.  Please help us to 
keep our chapter of the AATF vital and 
relevant to our members, and appealing to 
new teachers of all levels. 
 
My second challenge to you is to consider 
participating in our latest video contest, 
‘Cultivons le français, continuons à 
l’université.’  Your participation can take 
many forms.  You can encourage your 
students to make video entries for the  
 

 
competition.  Or you can help us by 
watching the videos with your students, and  
urging them to share the video entries on 
social media.  And, of course, your 
feedback is always valued.  The important 
thing to remember about this video project 
is that we have a chapter goal, to remind 
our students of the possibilities and 
potential which continuing their French 
studies at the university level can bring to 
them.  So whether or not you participate by 
submitting videos, or sharing the videos, or 
spreading the message to your students to 
continue in French at the post-secondary 
level, you will be joining us in this important 
effort. 
 
Perhaps by the time you are reading this, 
the deadline (March 15) will have passed for 
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applying for the AATF Exemplary Program 
designation.  I know that we have several 
programs in our chapter region who were 
working towards this goal, and if it wasn’t 
possible for you this year, perhaps  you will 
consider it for next year. 
 
Do you plan to attend our AATF Congrès 
National in Austin, Texas this summer (July 
3 – 6)?  A number of our chapter members 
will be there, some of us presenting, but all 
of us learning, sharing, and growing as 
French teachers.  As you make your 

decisions, let me know if you will be there, 
because I would love to pull our chapter 
attendees together for a photo, a drink, and 
more …  
 
Thank you for all that you do for your 
students, and for helping to keep the French 
language, and the cultures of the 
Francophone world alive and kicking for our 
students.   
 
Martha Behlow, Présidente du Chapitre 
Chicago  / Northern Illinois de l’AATF 

 
 

 
CALENDAR 2015-2016  
Important deadlines and dates 

 
2016 
 
Mar. 15   AATF Exemplary Program dossier submission  
   deadline 
 
(Mar 22)  Deadline to enter the National French Contest t-shirt 
   logo design contest 
 
Mar 31   Registration deadline for  Le Concours oral,  
   Champions d’Expression 
 
Apr. 8   Alliance Française du North Shore Trivia Night, Evanston 
 
Apr. 9    AATF Chicago/Northern IL Executive Council Meeting 
  
Apr. 20   Deadline for submissions for Francofeuilles spring edition 
 
Apr. 23   AATF Chicago/Northern IL Concours oral at Elmhurst College 
 
May 7   AATF Chicago/Northern IL Spring Awards Program 
 
May 12  AATF Chicago/Northern IL Prize Distribution for NFC, Buffalo Grove H.S. 
 
May 19  AATF Chicago/Northern IL Prize Distribution for NFC, Hinsdale Central H.S. 

   
July 3 - 6  AATF National Convention, Austin, Texas:    
  En avant vers les nouvelles frontières du  français 
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AATF Réunion d’hiver:  Qu’est-ce que j’en fais? 
  
On Saturday, February 8, 2016, approximately forty AATF 
members gathered at Stagg High School in Palos Park, 
for the Réunion d’hiver.  Participants first had the 
opportunity to visit informally over chocolat chaud and 
treats baked by students of Stagg French teacher, Nitya 
Viswanath.  The formal program then began with a 
welcome by Chapter President, Martha Behlow, followed 
by the general session, “Enseigner la diversité française”, 
presented by Rebecca Léal, program chair and professor 
at Elmhurst College.  Rebecca, a specialist in 
Francophone World Studies, presented resources and 
ideas for implementing topics such as L’identitié française 
in class.  One of Rebecca’s students, Madison Criss, 
(Elmhurst College), also presented research from her 
capstone project: L’insuffisance d’éducation multiculturelle 
dans les écoles en France. 
  
Afterwards, participants attended a variety of break-out 
sessions pertaining to the theme: “Qu’est-ce que j’en fais?”.  
After the general session, participants went to two concurrent 
sessions in rotating groups for the first part of the morning 
followed by two more concurrent sessions in the second part.  
During the first session entitled “Musique mercredi”, Andrea 
Isabelli presented strategies for incorporating student-led 
presentations on francophone music in intermediate and 
advanced level classes.  Participants received lists of 
suggested artists and samples of activities. 
  
In the second session, “Les infographies 101, Martha Behlow, 
presented strategies for finding and using infographics as 
authentic documents in the French classroom.  Martha also shared infographics 
that she had created on the theme of “le français pour la vie”.  Participants 
received step-by-step instructions for creating or having students create their 
own infographics. 

Program!Chair!and!presenter,!
Rebecca!Léal.!

Andrea!Isabelli!explaining!
«!Mercredi!musique!»!
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AATF Réunion d’hiver:  Qu’est-ce que j’en fais? (suite) 
 
Rebecca Leal presided over the third session, “Qu’est-ce que j’en fais?” which 
included where participants shared useful teaching ideas. There was a fruitful 
discussion and exchange that offered other teachers successful strategies and 
tools in the classroom.  
 
The final of four sessions, “Exercices de style et La Belle au 
bois dormant”, was presented by Brenda Crosby who 
explained how she uses classic stories to teach about 
style.  Participants applied information from the exercises 
de style to discover meaning of certain texts and appreciate 
the subtleties of the French language in context.  Samples 
of students projects allowed teachers to see how they might 
implement this activity in their classes. 
  
After the formal program, many participants returned to the 
marché aux puces to select a few “gems” from a wide 
variety of teaching materials donated by several Chapter 
retirees.  The atelier d’hiver ended with a tombola and a chance for several 
attendees to win prizes.  Additionally, every participant received an AATF pin so 
they can recognize fellow members at future large or small events.  
 
Merci mille fois to program chair Rebecca Léal and the program committee for 
organizing this informative event and many thanks to our host Nitya Viswanath 
and her talented French students for receiving us at their expansive and 
resourceful school. 
 
Gretel Webster (Gallistel Language Academy)  
gretelden@sbcglobal.net 

 
Tombola'winners!Rosalee!Gentile,!Janette!Bayles!
and!Mary!Ann!Richarson!pick!out!prizes.!

Robin!Jacobi!browses!through!items!at!
the!Marché!aux!puces.!

Presenter!Brenda!Crosby!
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AATF Réunion d’hiver:  Qu’est-ce que j’en fais? (suite) 
 

Picture Gallery 

 
 

 

Above!:!!Atteendees!participate!in!a!round!table!discussion!on!«!Qu’estOce!que!j’en!fais?!»!

!

Above!left!:!!Brenda!Crosby!explains!her!«!Exercices!de!style!»!;!Above!right!:!!AATF!pin!given!to!each!member.!

Below!:!!Martha!Behlow!presents!her!session!on!«!Infographies!»)!
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Déguster la France! 
!

Members of AATF Chicago/Northern IL Chapter along with their 
families and friends kicked off National French Week 2015 at the 
restaurant Chez Moi in Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood. On 
November 7th, they met there at 3:00 p.m. for an outstanding 
“dégustation de vins et de fromages”.  

 
For the second year in a row, Chef Dominique Tougne entertained his captive audience, 
“en français, bien sûr”, with delightful stories and informative commentary on the 
cheeses we tasted. He drew us in with amusing tales associated with the chefs’ jackets 
that hung on the walls around us. These garments carried the names of Paul Bocuse 
and Jacques Pépin, to name only a couple of the world-renowned chefs on display. The 
six savory, high quality cheeses were paired 
with three white and three red French wines 
that were stellar. General Manager Donald 
Whitcomb provided us with very interesting 
background information on the various wines 
that we sampled. To anyone who might have 
walked into the room that afternoon, it would 
have been obvious that our group was 
having so much fun in this authentically 
French environment.  We appreciated Chef 
Dominique’s charm and sense of humor 
along with his willingness to share his 
knowledge and experience.  He even lead us 
in a rousing rendition of “La Marseillaise”! 

 
To add to the appeal of this event is the 
opportunity to stay at the restaurant for a 
sumptuous dinner afterwards. After two years 
of celebrating National French Week with this 
top-notch dégustation at Chez Moi, the consensus is to 
make this kick-off a tradition! “Un grand merci “to Chef 
Dominique Tougne and to the Event Coordinator, 
Magdalena Ponsort, who made this memorable afternoon 
happen. Bravo! 

 
Phyllis Perkins (retired) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:!!Chef!Dominique!Tougne!leading!the!
group!in!the!Marseillaise((Below:!!Donald!
Witcomb(of!Chez!Moi!describes!the!next!wine.!
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Déguster la France! – Photo Gallery 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Above:!!Laura!Schmuck!and!friends!enjoy!a!variety!of!
French!cheeses.!!Right:!!Elaine!Diveley!and!Erin!
Gibbons;!!Below:!!Jeanne!Engelkemeir!and!Rosalee!
Gentile!and!friends.!!Bottom/right:!!Tom!Sapp!with!
Phyllis!Perkins,!organizer!of!“Dégustatons!la!France!”!!
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La Semaine Nationale du Français:    
Winners of Video and Trivia Contests 2015 

!
National French Week took place November 4-10.  The theme was “L’héritage 
français en Amérique”.  The Chicago / N. Illinois Chapter of AATF sponsored two 
contests:  a video / animation contest and a trivia contest.   
 
Video Contest Winners:!

!
1st place: Loyola Academy (Teacher:  M. Sapp): 
 Lauren Cox and Natalie Halaseh  
 
2nd place: Geneva High School (Teacher: Martha Behlow): 
 Anna Gain and Olivia Zieba 
 
3rd place: Loyola Academy (Teacher:  Cathy Kendrigan): 
 Audrey Baumeister, Courtney Connolly Lydia Travers, 

and Hanna Wagner 
 
Honorable Geneva High School (Teacher:  Martha Behlow)  
Mention Olivia Smith and Emma Pietsch 
   
  

Trivia Contest Winners: 100% 
  
 Student   School    Teacher 
 Anton Ivanchencko  Glenbrook North HS   Kelly Guzik 
 Jennifer Lopez  West Chicago HS   Lindsey Evans 
 Griffin Carter   Homewood-Flossmoor HS  Wendy Stiglic 
 
  

FÉLICITATIONS!!! 
 

 
 

Un grand merci  
to the teachers who encouraged their 

students to get involved  
in National French Week and to 

participate in the annual contests!" 
!
!
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Announcing a new AATF Chicago-Northern Il l inois video contest: 

Cultivons le français  … continuons  à 
l ’université ! 

French students, French Clubs, Sociétés Honoraires de 
Français, & French teachers – WE NEED YOU!  Share your 
creativity, your passion for French, and your video skil ls 
to help us promote COLLEGE FRENCH and keep post-
secondary French alive & well.  

• Video entries are due on Friday, April  15, 2016 
• You, your school, your club, your program may enter as many videos as 

you like. 
• Upload your video entries to YouTube and send the link, along with the 

teacher’s name, school, students and/or club to 
aatfchinilcontest@gmail.com 

• All levels of French K-12 AND university in our chapter territory (Chicago/ 
Northern Illinois ) are eligible to enter 

• Cash prizes (up to $200.00) to benefit your program will be awarded, 
thanks to a generous donation from the Alliance Française du North Shore 

• Your primary goal ~ create a persuasive video to appeal to juniors 
and seniors in high school by answering the question:                   ‘Why 
continue in French in college?’ 
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Required elements for the videos !!!!!!! 

1. Video submissions must be between 1 1/2 and 4 minutes in length, and may be in French, 
English, or a combination of both languages. 

2. The primary focus of the video should be the value of continuing French studies at 
the college level, for a minor, a major, or for preparation for study abroad or internship 
experiences 

3. Videos should serve as a type of commercial / public service announcement to promote our 
mission of encouraging students to continue studying French 

4. Videos may include testimonials from students who plan to or have continued in French at the 
college level. 

5. Submissions may be serious or humorous, but must be school appropriate. 
6. Since the videos will be shown to college bound students, NO alcohol references please 
7. Any music used in the video must be in French or instrumental, unless your group creates a 

song. 
8. Animation, puppets, stop-motion, are all acceptable formats. 
9. Contact Martha Behlow with questions at mbehlow@geneva304.org  

!!!Video!checklist!!! !

_____! length!(stays!within!1!½!and!4!minute!length)!

_____! school!appropriate!(no!alcohol,!party,!or!inappropriate!
language!or!references)!

_____! accuracy!of!information!contained!in!video!

_____!! creativity,!visual!impact!and!motivation!

_____! effectively!communicates!pro?French!position!

_____! appeal!to!high!school!upper!classmen!

_____! mechanics!(text!&!audio!have!no!spelling!or!grammar!
mistakes)!

_____! production!value!(video!has!smooth!transitions,!graphics!
highlight!key!points,!audio!is!clear)!
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À NE PAS MANQUER:  Soirée Trivia To Raise Funds  
for the AATF of Chicago/Northern Illinois   

 
The Alliance Française du North Shore is organizing a 
French Trivia Night Contest on Friday, April 8, 2016 from 
7pm to 10pm at St. Mark's Church, 1509 Ridge Avenue, 
Evanston. 
 
Come and test your knowledge about France and the 
francophone world.  Do you know who was the first president of the Fifth French 
Republic?*  If yes, then you are on your way to winning!  If not, no worries!  Your 
teammates can help with the answers. (*Answer:  Charles de Gaulle) 
 
Teams will consist of 10 people.  You can form your own team of 10 or we will 
place you, as an individual or a group, with other participants to form a team.  
Questions are in English. 
 
It will be a night of fun, camaraderie and friendly competition with prizes for the 
members of the winning team.  Raffle prizes will include Belgian chocolates, gift 
certificates to several local French restaurants, a class at the Alliance Française 
de Chicago, a cooking demonstration at the French Pastry School, and a one-
year print and online subscription to "France-Amérique."  Not only will you enjoy 
the challenge of the competition, you'll be happy to know that the AF du NS will 
be donating the proceeds from the event to the Chicago/N IL Chapter of the 
American Association of Teachers of French to support and promote the study of 
French in our area.  The event raised $1700 for the AATF at last year's event. 
 
You and your teammates are invited to bring your own 
beverages (beer, wine, or non-alcoholic) and snacks to 
share at your table.   A complimentary sampling of 
Québécois beer will be offered.  
 
Free parking will be available at Roycemore School, 
1200 Davis St., Evanston and St Mary's Church, 1012 
Lake St. Evanston.  Limited handicap parking can be 
found in front of St. Mark's Church. 
 
In order to reserve a spot, tickets must be purchased in 
advance at $20 per person.  Registration form is available at afnorthshore.org.   
Reservations need to be received by April 1, 2016.    After that date, reservations 
cannot be guaranteed and will be on a first come basis.   Those without 
reservations arriving on April 8 will be seated if there are spaces available.  
Questions?  Email: alliancefn@yahoo.com with "Trivia Night" in the subject line. 
 
Eileen Walvoord, Soirée Trivia Committee 
Chair, Alliance Française du North Shore  
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Performance Assessments as a Means of 
Linguistic Mastery and Cultural Exchange 

 
Let us suppose that you have gone through the arduous task of finding a 
cooperating teacher instructing a group of native speakers who are of the same 
age as that of your students.  Perhaps you have partnered with a French-
speaking teacher through Epals.com.  Maybe you have made contact through 
the Consulat général de France, the Québec Government Office, or 
through social media.  Yet many questions remain.  What do I expect 
my students to gain from this exchange?  Will they acquire more 
personalized vocabulary appropriate for their age group?  Will they 
master certain grammatical structures?  Will they cull cultural 
knowledge? Will they master only the skill of writing informal e-mails?  
What do I want my students to understand?   

 
After the careful designing of units for understanding and the planning of 
performance assessments, you will be ready to address these questions to the 
benefit of your students.  With the aid of the larger structure of interesting 
themes, essential questions, enduring understandings, content mastery, and skill 
sets, students can rationalize the relevance of performance assessments 
involving native speakers.  (See G. Wiggins & J. McTighe, Understanding by 
Design, 2nd edition (Alexandria, PA: ASCD, 2005)).  As French teachers, we seek 
authentic experiences for our students.  However, if we fail to give them goals, 
roles, a sense of audience, an authentic situation, a purpose, and specific criteria 
for evaluation, they can feel lost before the task of writing to a pen pal.  Without 
these parameters, they may also choose a pis-aller, such as frozen expressions, 
repetitiveness, and simple sentences.  Accordingly, the performance assessment 
must also pose a challenge so that students engage deeply.  In addition, 
teachers can further deepen student engagement by varying the media of 
performances, which appeal to students’ different learning styles and call into 
play a multiplicity of intelligences. 

 
I intend on sharing with you examples of performance assessments that made 
sense to my students and gave them productive direction while they dialogued 
with native speakers from our lycée frère in Paris.  One integral component of 
“Understanding by Design,” sometimes called backward design, is the GRASPS 
performance assessment.  By virtue of being sophomores and juniors, my 
students are familiar with GRASPS assessments from their previous and current 
classes at The Chicago High School for the Arts.  Such a framework turns a new, 
foreign, authentic experience with a native speaker into a familiar pattern for 
understanding and performing.  GRASPS is an acrostic grouping roughly six 
factors for students to consider as they participate in authentic communication:  
Goal, Role, Audience, Situation, Performance, Standards.  Here is a very 
traditional example of a French II GRASPS meant for authentic communication: 

 
 



COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE 

! 13!

Performance Assessments as a Means of 
Linguistic Mastery and Cultural Exchange (continued)  

 
Unit 2 GRASPS: The Self and Society:  An E-mail introducing 
yourself to a French-speaking pen pal 

 
Goal: Your GOAL is to write an informal e-mail 
presenting yourself to a French-speaking pen pal.  
The challenge is to describe yourself including 
your personality.  You also have the challenge of 
including a list of your favorite activities that say 
something about your personality.  You are also 
challenged to state what you can do, what you 
want to do, and what you must do to fulfill your 
wishes. 
Role:  You are yourself: a ChiArts student. 
Audience: The target AUDIENCE is your French-speaking pen pal. 
Situation: The CONTEXT is a partnership between ChiArts and our sister 
school, Lycée Georges Brassens in Paris, France. 
Product, Performance, and Purpose:  You will create a self-description 
written in French in order to present yourself to your French-speaking pen 
pal.   
Standards & Criteria of Success:  A successful e-mail in French will 
include:   
1. In one paragraph, a written description in French of your physical 
appearance; 
2.  In a second paragraph, a written description in French of your 
personality; 
3.  In a third paragraph, a list of your preferences of activities in French.  
You must also state goals or what you want to do (vouloir), what you can 
do (pouvoir), and what you must do to reach your goals (devoir).             
 

There is a more specific, point-value scale in a rubric that accompanies this 
GRASPS description as well as all the others in this article.  One can easily see 
from the example above that the GRASPS framework is very appropriate for 
written, interpersonal communication.   

 
To interest more of our French II, Scholar-Artists who are 
visual learners, the cooperating teacher from Brassens and I 
directed them to exchange e-mails about urban art with 
attachments of visual examples.  Students exchanged 
pictures, lists of questions, and answers in French about 
graffiti and other forms of ephemeral, street art. 

 



COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE 

! 14!

Performance Assessments as a Means of  
Linguistic Mastery and Cultural Exchange (continued) 

 
Unit 3 GRASPS: Street Art & Graffiti / Interview - le street art et le 
graffiti  (35 points) 

Goal: Your goal is to share examples of urban art, express your opinion in 
French, and find a piece that you especially appreciate. 

Role: You are a pen pal, and to a certain extent an ambassador from the 
ChiArts community to that of the Lycée Georges Brassens in Paris. 

Audience: Your target audience is comprised of your French-speaking 
pen pal and potentially their community at the Lycée Georges Brassens.  
You will be answering your pen pal’s questions in French, and then your 
pen pal will have the opportunity to publish your opinions in English in the 
Brassens high school newspaper. 

Situation: You and your pen pal are engaged in a cultural, artistic 
exchange that is community based. 

Product, Performance, & Purpose: You are to answer in French your 
pen pal’s questions about urban art.  Your e-mail must contain your pen 
pal’s questions in French and your answers in French.  You must write 
at least 9 sentences in French.  While the majority of your sentences will 
be answers to your pen pal’s questions, they can also be questions you 
pose to ask for clarification or to obtain the same information your pen pal 
seeks. 

Standards & Criteria of Success:  First, judging from your answers in 
French and your questions for clarification in French between you and 
your pen pal, the teacher will determine how well you will have understood 
the questions.  Of course, if a misunderstanding arises from a lack of 
clarity on your pen pal’s behalf, you will not be penalized.  Second, in 
answering your pen pal’s questions in French, you must pay close 
attention to your mechanics, your grammar, and your use of vocabulary. 
In addition, you must use an appropriate salutation and closing for an 
informal e-mail between peers.   

Both of the GRASPS descriptions above address the ACTFL Standard of 
Communication 1.1 for 8th graders: Students engage in conversations, provide 
and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.  
The standard includes the exchange of information about personal events, 
memorable experiences, and other school subjects with peers and/or members 
of the target cultures.!

!
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Performance Assessments as a Means of 
Linguistic Mastery and Cultural Exchange (continued) 

 
The following French IV GRASPS addresses the ACTFL Standard for 
Communication 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain  
information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.  It also 
addresses Standard 5.1:  Use the language both within and beyond the school 
setting.  The following GRASPS fulfills the substandard: Participate in a career 
exploration or school-to-work project, which requires proficiency in the language 
and culture.  !

 
Unit 5 GRASPS: Podcast for Brassens Students: Explanation of 
professional practices inside and / or outside ChiArts and Interview 
Questions 

Goal: In a podcast, you are to explain clearly at least 2 
professional practices inside and / or outside ChiArts. 
 
Role:  You are yourself. 
 
Audience: You are speaking to a group of French high 
school students, some of whom are artists and others 
are athletes.  Your tone is therefore casual and informal. 
 
Situation: You are sharing what professional practices you must adopt to 
be successful in ChiArts and / or in the outside art world. 
 
Product:  You are to explain 2 professional practices (a presentation of at 
least 2 minutes) inside and / or outside ChiArts.  Some professional 
practices to choose from … 

• applications, resumes, and cover letters 
• how you present yourself in an audition 
• how auditions work 
• portfolios 
• ranking within a dance company or an orchestra 
• playing bit parts versus being a member of a theatre company 
• professional organizations, such as guilds (AGMA, SAG), unions, actors 

equity (AEA), etc. 

At the end of the podcast, ask your correspondent and their classmates 
questions to keep the conversation going.  Here are some sample 
questions, which can also help you start your presentation: 

1. Comment est-ce que tu poses ta candidature pour un poste?  
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Performance Assessments as a Means of 
Linguistic Mastery and Cultural Exchange (continued) 

2. Comment est-ce que tu te présentes aux auditions?  Quelles sont les 
étapes d’une audition ?  

3. Dans quelles circonstances est-ce que tu, en tant qu’un(e) artiste 
visuel(le), présentes ton portfolio ?  À qui présentes-tu ton portfolio ?  Est-
ce que tu dois expliquer tes œuvres d’art ?  

4. Y a-t-il des syndicats pour les acteurs, les danseurs, les musiciens, les 
vocalistes, ou les artistes visuels ?  

Standards for academic success:  Please read the attached rubric. 

The cooperating teacher and I used Dropbox.com to exchange our students’ 
podcasts due to the large file size.  Although neither the cooperating teacher nor 
I had the technology for a real-time conference or Skype session, and although 
our students’ schedules were not aligned for real-time conversation, we did find a 
way for them to dialogue face to face in a presentational mode.   

These performance assessments and their media of communication enhance 
student engagement through relevance.  They give students the opportunity to 
appropriate the language to communicate their personal experiences, to inform 
themselves of the experiences of their French-speaking peers, and to make 
connections and comparisons.  I did encourage my students to stay in contact 
with their correspondents beyond the end of the school year.  Some of my 
students had the opportunity to meet their pen pals in person during our school’s 
trip to Spain and France.  After the end of the school year, since my students are 
comfortable and trusting of their counterparts, a few of them stay in contact over 
social media.  I hope that my students’ experiences with well-framed, 
performance assessments will sustain life-long learning, provide practice of their 
French skills, and deepen their cultural competence in French-speaking 
societies. 
 
Leonard Hinds (The Chicago High School for the Arts) lhinds@chiarts.org 
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A Field Trip to the Alliance Française: 
French Food and Film 

 
The Alliance Française in downtown Chicago offers a 
wonderful and cultural opportunity to our students.  
Last November, I took forty students from Marie 
Murphy School in Wilmette (middle school) to 
experience a French cultural day.  
  
Half of the group started watching a French movie au 
rez-de-chaussée.  The Alliance française offers a rich 
variety in French movies (with subtitles in English).  
My students enjoyed “Un Monstre à Paris”.  The 
other half of the group cooked in the kitchen au 
premier étage.  The cooking atelier is wonderful.  
Our chef spoke in French the entire time.  She 
demonstrated how to prepare a French croissant 
with ham and cheese, accompanied by a salad 
with a vinaigrette.  After putting on an apron, the 
students worked together to prepare the delicious 
French meal.  For dessert, the students flipped 
crêpes, and luckily none got stuck to the ceiling! 
After two hours, the two groups switched activities.   
 
Students laughing and enjoying themselves is 
rewarding, but when the parents tell me that their child 
had a wonderful time and decided to prepare the 
same meal at home, the reward goes beyond the 
initial success.  The students are learning that 
preparing and eating a great meal plays an important 
role in the French culture.  The Alliance Française 
allows the students to experience an enriching cultural 
day beyond the classroom.  
 
The Alliance Française offers the possibility to do only 
one activity if you choose.  The kitchen can 
accommodate only twenty students, while the theater 
can accommodate many more.  When doing both 
activities, there is a limit of forty students because of 
the small size of the kitchen.    
 
As always, the students had a blast visiting the The Alliance Française de 
Chicago and have already asked me to go back next year! 
http://www.af-chicago.org/OUTREACH/discovery.php 
 
Françoise Mishinger (Marie Murphy School) mishingf@avoca37.org 
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"Le Français pour la vie" :  Reflections from Retirees 

 
 
 
 
 

 
DIANE HOFFMEYER 
Although I am now retired, French continues to enrich my life in many ways. As a 
member of AATF, I continue to learn and connect with teachers. At the Alliance 
Française de DuPage, I enjoy conversation and activities with Francophones 
from many countries. I also teach a monthly language workshop with a fellow 
retiree to members. French has enhanced my travel to Banff, New Orleans, and 
France, and in Italy, my French knowledge helped me understand Italian. In daily 
life, I enjoy renting French films, love listening to French music, appreciate 
French art and history, and can answer many Jeopardy questions! French has 
opened the door to wonderful people and experiences, and I will be a lifelong 
learner of the language and cultures. 

 
COIN PÉDAGOGIQUE 

 
Film Ideas 

 
As a levels 1 through 4 high school French teacher, I am always looking for "new 
stuff".  A Canadian film I recently purchased is entitled "La Guerre des 
Tuques" (tuques being the Canadian term for winter cap, typically with a pompom 
on top!). I discovered it because my French husband is a huge fan of Celine Dion 
and one of her more recent collaborative songs this winter is with a Canadian folk 
singer named Fred Pellerin.  Here is a link to their song l'Hymne which led me to 
this charming winter film.  This cleverly animated film is based on a 1984 film 
entitled "The Dog Who Stopped the War" which is a comedy-drama/adventure 
set in rural Canada.  
 
There is a fabulous website that goes with this film that gives students (French 1 
& 2) an opportunity to analyze characters in French.  
Here is the link to that site:  Site Officiel which includes 
"une bande annonce" of the film.  I used the site to 
assign characters to my students.  They were each 
given a character to analyze prior to watching the film 
and had to present them in French then vote on their 
favorite team and explain why, based on the character 
descriptions presented by their classmates.  Vive l'hiver! 
 
Suzie Giacotto (Guerin Prep) sgiacotto@guerinprep.org 

As part of our Chapter’s « Le Français pour la vie » initiative, Eileen 
Walvoord, Advocacy Chair, has reached out to retired members to 
find out how they are using French in this stage of their life.    
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"Le Français pour la vie:   Reflections from Retirees 
(continued from p. 18) 

 
ALAN WAX 
To replace my full-time teaching position, I am an adjunct instructor at Moraine 
Valley Community College where I teach Adult Conversational French I and II. As 
well, in the summer, I teach in the Valley Learning Center which features College 
for Kids where I teach French to students ranging from kindergarten to eighth 
grade.  

Currently, I am involved with co-organizing a short trip to la belle province, la 
ville de Québec. This is for any and all interested individuals, be they students or 
not at Moraine. This trip is available for credit or may be audited. I have been 
involved with designing an itinerary, hosting pre and post orientation meetings, 
as well as being involved with promotional events for purposes of public relations 
and publicity. This is in coordination with and in conjunction with the Department 
of Travel and Tourism, whose chairperson is the official sponsor of the trip.  

In addition, I am on a committee of the University whose goal is the staging of a 
yearly event promoted by its Foundation whose aim is fundraising. This year’s 
theme is “April in Paris,” which allows me the opportunity make use of my 
resources in the creation of a French-themed atmosphere.  

I continue to support AATF in any way that is possible for me, and this year I 
encouraged my students to enter the Essay Competition which was offered 
during National French Week. Two of these students were finalists for which a 
media event will be held in order to highlight the significance and value of 
learning the French language 
 
PHYLLIS PERKINS 
French, both the language and the culture, plays a huge role in my “retired” life. I 
have continued to serve on the Executive Council of AATF and to attend all the 
awesome programs offered by this incredible organization. My association with 
AATF extends to participation in the Concours Oral, the Journée Intensive en 
français and to the annual cheese and wine tastings at Chez Moi in Chicago. I 
am also a member of the Alliance Française de DuPage which gives me many 
opportunities to be involved with everything French. I participate in a 
café/conversation group; I attend wine tastings and crêpes parties and the 
annual Fête de Noël, and I’ve represented the AFD at two trivia nights. A retired 
colleague and I offer a monthly “atelier” to members of the AFD interested in 
brushing up on their French grammar and vocabulary. I’m fortunate to be able to 
tutor two adults, and to therefore sharpen my teaching skills. Since I retired, I’ve 
gone to France twice and have even taken part there in a 4 mile race with 30,000 
other women! Quel événement inoubliable! Ça va sans dire que le français 
s’entrelace avec ma vie. 
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I try to continually refer them 
to the map of French-
speaking countries (Africa in 
particular) and opportunities 
for careers…..Show them 
how French unites the 
world. 
       -Wendy Stiglic,    
      Homewood-Flossmoor 
H.S. 

It’s really a question of prompting 
students and inviting them to discover 
the ways in which French connects to 
their other areas of interest. 
  -Erin Gibbons, Barrington H.S. 

Invite recent college grads 
and other professionals who 
use their French for 
work/travel to share real life 
experience and inspiration.   
        -Heather Meindl, Fayo  
         Bilingual Training Institute   
 
. 

I tell them that any major is more 
valuable with a 2nd or 3rd language.  I 
also tell them what my former students 
are doing with language in other non-
language disciplines. 
      -Laura Schmuck, Carl Sandburg H.S. 

I share stories with my students about former 
students who have used French in real world 
situations, such as being a French translator at 
Disneyworld. 
                  -Andrea Isabelli, Woodstock H.S. 

“What do you do in your classroom or what ideas do you have to 
encourage middle or high school students to continue taking French 

in college?  To major or minor in French?” 
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• Talk about overseas opportunities at college 
level. 

• Discuss in middle school. 
• Talk about professional use in the future. 

         -Gloria Maliszewski,  
   Deerpath Middle School West, Lake Forest 

We offer AP & Seal of BiLiteracy and ... I 
encourage participation to continue and do 
the tests.  We do proficiency development 
activities all along to help encourage.  We 
have Honor Society and language club... and 
offer many activities for National French 
Week.   
          -Becka Jones, Bolingbrook H.S. 

I am in a middle school.  I try 
to encourage exchange 
programs and how fun it is 
to study abroad. 
       -Christine Wehman, Julian  
         Middle School, Oak Park 

All of my French classes are continually reminded of la 
francophonie & opportunities to study and work in the 
francophone world.  In French III, they have to find an 
internship in a French language related industry, write 
a letter, create a C.V., and do an interview in French. 
                          -Suzanne Giacotto, Guerin College Prep   
                            High School, River Grove 

Advocacy Committee:  Anne Hébert, Rebecca Léal, Kellye McGuzik, 
Clara Orban, Margot Steinhart, Eileen Walvoord 



P R O M O T I N G  F R E N C H  A T  E V E R Y  L E V E L  

Spotlight on HigherEd  
Institution Name: University of !

Illinois at Chicago 

Institution Type:  Public, Four-year  

Location:  Chicago, IL  

Faculty:   Ellen McClure, Head   
                        (ellenmc@uic.edu) 
                John Ireland, Director of Undergraduate Studies 
              (jireland@uic.edu) 
                Margaret Miner, Director of Graduate Studies 
              (mminer@uic.edu) 
                Yann Robert  
                         (yrobert@uic.edu) 
                Elizabeth Dolly Weber, Director of the Basic Language Program 
                         (edweber@uic.edu) 
 
Degrees:   BA in French, BA in Teaching of French, MA in French 

 
Courses:   Our courses focus on French and Francophone literature, film and civilization, from 
our introductory survey courses to special topics courses (Quebec, France in the 60s, the 
Passions in Seventeenth-Century France, French poetry) at the advanced level. Almost all of 
our courses are taught in French, and we have a series of intermediate to advanced language 
classes that students can take throughout their UIC career alongside the other courses. 

 
Other:    UIC offers several possibilities for study abroad, whether through the MICEFA 
exchange or through partner institutions (IES, IAU, other universities). Year-long, semester-
long, and summer opportunities are available. Qualified students may also participate in a 
new summer social services internship, run through the Department of Psychology, that takes 
place in Paris and places students as interns in French social services organizations for a 
month.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: 

| (312) 996-5218 | http://lcsl.uic.edu/french 

In this new Francofeuilles series, we will be focusing on higher education opportunities in 
Northern Illinois. Feel free to share this information with students (handouts, class website, 
bulletin board) or consider signing up for enrichment courses yourself!  If you wish for your 
institution to be included in this feature, contact rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu  or check out our 
new Archives at  http://francofeuilles.weebly.com/!

 

22 

!

!



FRENCH FOR LIFE 

Exploring language study and careers 
Bradley Grochocinski                    University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Major: French & Francophone Studies   Minor: Linguistics, Anthropology 

 
FF:  Why did you take French?  
I initially took French in 7th grade because I was obsessed with The Phantom of the 
Opera and the story takes place in France! Then, after having taking French through 
my senior year of college, I started UIC as a French minor to complete the language 
requirement for my then Anthropology major. After my first year of French at UIC, I 
was enthralled thanks to the professors and classes and switched to a language major. 
 
FF: What was most enjoyable about taking French?  
I most enjoyed the small and tight-knit community of the French department. After 
only one semester I was quite well acquainted with the other students. The department 
also hosts French language and movie hours each week as well as semester and special 
event departmental fêtes where you can mingle with professors and students! 
 

FF: How has French helped you in your education, career, or personal life? 
 French has been the single greatest influence in all areas of my life. In education, my level of French due to UIC’s 
coursework and professorship allowed me to directly enroll at La Sorbonne in Paris for a semester exchange abroad. 
In the career sphere I have worked with a Chicago-based company that facilitates exchanges for Parisian business 
students to come to Chicago and learn American business customs; I interned through that company where I had 
the opportunity to organize networking events between French and American university students. Finally, as far as 
personal life is concerned, I’ve joined a Chicago group of French ex-pats with whom I go to monthly social events and 
activities! 
 
FF: Do you feel that your French language skills have helped you get a job?  
While I am still interviewing for potential post-graduate jobs, one of the most important items on my resume has 
been my French fluency. Every interview has had at least one question focusing on how my language skills make me 
stand out from other candidates; bilingualism (and maybe even more importantly biculturalism) is both valued and 
essential in our globalized world. I am currently on a third-round interview for Microsoft in France – my language 
skills have been of the utmost importance in my interviews with Microsoft. 
 
FF: Do you use your French skills in your job?  
I use French every week at work as a sales associate! My mall is close to O’Hare International Airport and, as a 
result, I see a constant stream of international clientele. And even if my customer does not speak French, I am able 
to build a better report with them based on the mutual experience of speaking a foreign language and 
understanding a different culture. 
 
FF: Do you have any advice for students considering French studies?  
One of the best things about learning a language is that it opens up a million opportunities. Most people I talk to 
ask me if I’m not restricted to only becoming a professor or a high school French teacher. But everybody in a French 
speaking country does every job that we do here in the states – but in French! I have a friend who is studying 
Chemistry in Paris right now; she uses her French language skills to work with Chemist teams across the world. I 
studied Egyptology in French (where the foremost scholars speak French). And many excellent companies 
(Microsoft, Apple, etc) are global and therefore require employees who can leverage language skills to both 
communicate with other global branches as well as with their international clientele.  
 
FF: Do you have any relevant plans for the future? 
I currently plan on attending the Professional French Masters Program at the University of Wisconsin Madison, 
which would allow me to get an MBA in French. The current job and internship prospects I am interviewing for all 
deal with sales, marketing, event coordinating, and marketing in French. The knowledge that I have gained in 
French history, culture, and language is the key to my success with these current prospects. 
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President 
Martha Behlow (1-2) 
Geneva Community High School 
Email: mbehlow@geneva304.org 
 
1st Vice President - Programs 
Rebecca  Léal (1-2) 
Elmhurst College 
Email :  rebecca.leal@elmhurst.edu 
 
2nd Vice President - Francofeuilles Editor 
Cathy Kendrigan (appointed) 
Loyola Academy 
Email : cathykendrigan@gmail.com 
 
3rd Vice President - French Contest 
Administrator 
Ted Haldeman 
Tel: 708-873-1194 
National French Contest 
Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter AATF 
Box 2732 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
Email: thaldeman1@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Maureen Madden (1-2) 
Milwaukee French Immersion School 
Email: mcmadden@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Tom Sapp (1-2) 
Loyola Academy 
Email: tsapp@loy.org 
 
Immediate Past President 
Robin Jacobi  
Hoffman Estates HS 
Email : rjacobi@d211.org 
 
Ex-Officio 
Eileen Walvoord 
Email : eileenwalvoord@gmail.com 
 
Jane Castle 
Email: castleaj@aol.com 
 
Rosalee Gentile 
Dominican University 
Email: rosaleegentile@juno.com 
 

Anne Hebert 
Email: glenn.hebert@sbcglobal.net 
 
Margot M. Steinhart 
Email: m.steinhart@sbcglobal.net 
 
Council Members 
Leah Bolek (appointed) retired 
Email: ljbolek@gmail.com 
 
Brenda Crosby (2-1) 
Email: muguet62@comcast.net 
Illinois Mathematics & Sciences Academy 
Email: brendac@imsa.edu 
 
Timothy duVall-Brown (1-2) 
Evanston Township High School 
tduvallbrown@gmail.com 
 
Lindsey Evans (2-2) 
Email: geegs77@gmail.com 
West Chicago Community High School 
Email: levans@d94.org 
 
Suzanne Giacotto (1-2) 
Guerin College Preparatory High School 
sgiacotto@guerinprep.org 
 
Erin Gibbons (1-1) 
Barrington High School 
Email : eeeeeeeg@gmail.com 
 
Diane Hoffmeyer (1-2) 
retired 
Diane.hoffmeyer@gmail.com 
 
Kellye McKay-Guzik (2-2) 
Email: kellyemck@gmail.com 
Glenbrook North High School 
kguzik@glenbrook225.org 
 

*Did you know...? 
 
Executive Council members are elected for 
one two-year term, after which they may be 
re-elected for a second two-year term.  The  
numbers after the name of each Council 
member indicate the term and year of 
service, i.e..  (1-2) = Term 1, Year 2.     
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Council Members  (continued) 
Clara Orban (1-2) 
DePaul Unversity 
corban@depaul.edu 
 
Phyllis Perkins (2-2) 
retired 
Email : perkinspd1@comcast.net 
 
Lynn Robinson (2-2) 
School: Andrew High School 
Email : lrobinson@d230.org!
 
Stephanie Saul (1-2) 
Benet Academy 
Email:  tajoleefleur@aol.com 
 
Laura Schmuck (1-2) 
Carl Sandburg High School 
Email :  lschmuck@d230.org!
 
Fiona Spence (1-2)  
Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
fspence@imsa.edu 
 
Nitya Viswanath (1-2) 
Amos Alonzo Stagg High School 
nviswanath@d230.org  
 
Gretel Webster (1-2)    
Gallistel Language Academy 
Email:  gretelden@sbcglobal.net!
!

AATF National Headquarters 

AATF Executive Director 
Jayne Abrate 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 2617 
Carbondale, IL 62902-2617 
Ph: 815-310-0490; Fax: 815-310-5754 
Email: abrate@frenchteachers.org 
 
AATF President 
Catherine Daniélou  
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
E-mail: danielou@uab.edu 
 
Regional Representative (Region VI) 
Eileen Walvoord 
Email: eileenwalvoord@gmail.com 
 
Attaché Culturel 
Denis Quenelle 
Attaché Culturel Adjoint 
Chargé de Mission Pédagogique 
French Cultural Services 
205 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 3710 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Tel : 312-327-5232 
Email : denis.quenelle@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
 
Délégation du Québec 
Eric Marquis 
Délégué du Québec au Midwest 
444 N. Michigan Ave. 
Suite 3650 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Tel : 312-645-0392 
eric.marquis@mri.gouv.qc.ca 
 
 
 
 

 

Articles for Francofeuilles! 
If you have a successful lesson or idea for 
promotion or advocacy, please share it with your 
colleagues.  Deadline for the next issue :  Apr. 20.  
Submit all articles to cathykendrigan@gmail.com.  

CHAPTER WEBSITE 
www.aatf-chicnorthil.org 

AATF WEBSITE  
www.frenchteachers.org 
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